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BEN WADE 
CASSANO OF LONDON 
Since 1898 Since 1860 
Colindale 
; Gvahan, 
MAURO Burmabury =~ 
ARMELLINI 
Ragged and masculine, 
these handératted Maditertataan Briar 
Pipes are top quality ata J 
reasoqable price. Handmade 
in lay. 
Alaburale, Wine and Luca 
Made in Italy, meee overized, wel-cured 
Briar pipes offer a very coo! smoke fiited 
with 2 lucie non-toaizing moulhpiece 
KARL ERIK 


HARDCASTLE'S 1908 
Made tn London 


NEW LaRocca Suprema i's 


gq. 


Executive, Dodlar 
NEW LaRoceca Bella 


DESIGN BERLIN 
Handmade in Germany 


im 
BRITANSTA Zz 









Chesinul-tasheened of the finest Greecian 
Briar, diferent forms of loaves are handmade 
On.8 rusticaied ground, Framer cores with 
silver spegot mouning and is avadable in 
many clegant artistic & classical shapes. 
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GREAT PIPE TOBACOOS 


Vb sie MERICA'S PREMIER 

Treat yoursell io some of the most poouler 
blends. Each is unique and expertly tinned to Pi PE Cx IPANY 
Oe Distributed by James Norman Ltd. 
800-525-5629 ® jamesnormanitd.aol.com 
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PLANTA pipe tobaccos of the year 


blended 


by rand 


. f 


Each year, PLANTA Tabak-Manutaktur of Germany intraduces a new limited-edition tebacce mixture for tts tobacco of the year 
series. Expertly fonmulated, hand blended and conscientiously tested, these blends represent the very best in their categories. 


Only PLANTA's reputation and influence allows it to find the supreme pinnacle of quality leaf from various crops to use im its 


special-edition blends. Available at fine tobacco shops. 


20M: A sweet pear oixbure 

Noble Black Cavendish, nutty Burley anc Virginia flakes 
reunicbed off with the natural sweetness of the Williams Christ 
pear. Extraordinary taste experience 

TOO: Black and mellow, aromatic and smooth 

Black Cavendish with the aroma of theroughly matured bilber- 
ries. A delightiul experience pleasing te the tongue 

2008: Ain exotic mixture 

Vivacious yellow Virginias and contrasting Black Cavendish 
and brown Burley with exotic fruit extracts. An exquisite sok 
ing experience 


A010: Aber dinner mixture 
Full of contrast but also harmonic, 2010 features honey-colorecd 


Virginia grades and Black Cavendish with the gentle aromas of 
chocolate and smoky Scottish whisky. Full bodied pleasure for 
relaxing, mocnesvts 


simeeth and sweet 
Bright and mellow mixture of high-quality Golden Virginias, 
Burley and Black Cavenclish. Fascinating and full ot taste 


Sans Sauci: Fruity with caramel, 


flild English: Exclusive, aristocratic, typically English 
High ratio of Latakia from Syria and Cyprus ane broad cut 
Virginia graces 


Foll English: Traditional, smoky and very English 
Originally Syrian Latakia rounded off with variows Virginia 
grades and a touch of full bodied Java tobacco 


jamesnormanit{d@aolcom * 800-525-5629 
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2 a blast 
Known for his distinctive sandblasts, Bruce Weaver is 
enjoying his second career—as a high-grade pipemaker. 


Books old and new 

Gary B. Schrier, owner of Briar Books Press, has 
successfully published new books and re-published 
old books and catalogs for pipe enthusiasts. 


Big changes for Savinelli 

With a 135-year reputation for innovation, it was 
inevitable that Savinelli would decide at some point 
to reinvent itself. 


From. true con ag Sslons to ti 

onfectios y hal li-century with briars 
Ben Rajat miarv eh at how much pipe collecting 
has changed during his 50 years in the hobby. 


Three loose cigarettes 
Reporter Jack Dupont has a tough day covering 
events in Mill River without the comfort of a pipe. 


Smokin time at The Briar) 
The Briary hosts its third annual smoking contest 
for a happy crowd of tobacco enthusiasts. 


Danish pipe line 

Located in a corner of Denmark, Bisgaard Pipes 
provides high-quality smoking pipes to the rest 
of the world. 


rvelous Marcovitch 
Perseverance pays off when it comes to hunting 
down tins of rare and discontinued tobaccos. 





ON THE COVER 


Bruce Weavers sandblasting pee es defines the growth 


tings and enhances their low. (Photo by | 


World’ Greatest 
Pipe MakeTS save 


cape of Pipes Available Now At: 
WWW.SMOKINGPIPES.COM 
Ph: 888-366-0345 - info@smokingpipes.com 
wwwSmokingPipes.com «2 East Hwy 90 -Little River, SC 29566 
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-Pipes & Tobacco Magazine Winter 2006 





How I got this job 





[ may hot possess charm, manters, good looks, common se . intellect, 
chariama or the ability to dress myself like an adult, but MU tell you what [ 
do have: a cool job. 

Often when | meet people for the first tlie at a pipe show | can gee 
[i 


trying te figure out how a mutated sloth like me could find a job like mine. 





ey re curious. They look me up and down with unconcealed bemusement, 


Sbeven be allowed oat da day- 





Their thoughts are obvious: This gay stoeeld 








they think. He's dragitag on Himself and shooing away invisible flles, 





dead kes anable fo ste ini three words hogether coherent What's the deal? 


pili k. 


ays been lucky. I should have been killed 30 times over as a kid— 





My secret is simple: 





I've alw 
['d often ride my bike on the conveyor belts traversing the local sand and 
gravel pit, get stuck three-quarters up the face of a crumbling shale cliff, 
play with copperheads and black widow spiders, and once | even talked a 
friend inte nailing me inside two metal trash cans and pushing me off the 
end of a dock so | could be a submariner. [ survived. 


Adulthood has been just as lucky. [ managed to marry well (my wife ia so 





far out of my league that we're barely recognizable as the same species}, and 


despite my unfortunate tendency to tell various employers what | actually 


alaliuin 


thought of them, [ always found replacement jobs. They weren't lucrative siher Hriltarighor 
jobs {cow inseminater, septic tamk serubber, chicken de-boner, drug teat 
urine sample collector), but they were suffichent for my simple needs: infre- 


quent purza, good tebaceo and an occasional new pupe. 





In 1996, | was working in research and development in the glamor- 









ous personal hygiene industry—specifically, |] was an armpit sniffer for a 
deodorant company. After a long day of that I was anxious to recalibrate 


my nose with any odors whatsoever. Pipe tobacco was perfect and [ bought 





plenty—so much that the owner of my local tobacco shop invited me to ga 
with him to the Retail Tobacco Dealers of America trade show to see more 


pipes and tobacce than I'd ever imagined. 





While there | turned to point at something and inadvertently knocked 
on Matlick, the owner of this 





a passerby directly to the floor. He was Day 
magazine, and | took advantage of that stroke of luck to suggest a story idea 
about a pipemaker | knew. Dayton, obviously dazed from the blow to the 
head, mistakenly thought | was proposing te write the story myself and told 
Me bo go for it. 

Id never written anything other than sporadic notes demanding cash 
from bank tellers, but magazine articles are just long strings of words, and 





[ could borrow a dictionary that included most of them, 30 how hard could 
it be? 


Copy editors repaired my prose and put the article on Dayton's desk. By 





Loine cosmic confluence of good fortune it was the same day he'd decided 
he needed an assistant editar; my phone number was right there and he , oigtltterscignnacek: 
a aT cn 1 al irer c 








called. | wasn't excelling at the deodorant company—in fact, there was talk 





of demoting me to the foot oder department—so [ accepted the offer. 
Now | have the world's coolest job. Anyone can find the job of their 


dreams—if, like me, they're endowed with preposterous quantities of luck. 


ks 
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Hand made artisan pipes aren't inexpensive, but you may be surprised at 
how affordable they can be. Starting at just $295, Rinaldo pipes provide all 
pipes costing many times more. 

Since 1987, Elio and Guido Rinaldo have been crafting pipes that 
combine all of their experience with their unique creative vision, offering 
eet es Rae ee ee eee 


Try one. You won't find a better ratio of investment to quality, 


a |r International USA 
ee 3814 Wesseck Dr., High Point, NC 27265-9371 
(336) 889-2390 Fax: (366) 889-9437 E-mail: pipadolce@aol.ocom 


, yww.monjureinternational.com 
ee this ad & previous ads on website) 


Ode to a Peterson System pipe 
Lam a big fan of Peter of Dulblin, 


particularly of the Peterson Svsten pipe. 





Hl 





Recently | was moved to write a little 
poem of apprecaion of my Peterson 


2 firm and 





svete. 1 sent ane rial 


I | 
her they might have a use 





inguired whet 





formy ode. Angela Fortune replied that 
they were indeed interested in li, add 
ing that, if they liked it, they may even 


[ sent the 





fend me a new System pipe 


da few days thereafter 





poem to hes 


gela replied that the company was 





ao impressed with my effort that they 


Waited my permission to display it in 






their museum in Sallynoeein. OF course 


Ll granted permission. Perhaps a week 


a 


PexT Readers 
RESPOND 


anid a half later | received a package 
from Sallyna 





n, lreland, containing a 
beautiful Peterson System Standard 412 
and same tobacco samples, along with 


some amnaller items. A little later I wrote 





back to Angeli to request a photo 


the display of my poem in the Peterson 





hel Se Le. Angela sent me two shots of 


the digplay plus a shot of another wall 









d bree evokes the Em'rald Isle 
espeaks the lard of Jameson's and Guinness: 
Kibshque pervades. the ingenious deagn 


Ot Charles Peterson's crowning achievensent 





The natural, pure essence cd 





THE 


—, 


Tes well-barm id bowl ot aped brea yields 
Ree 


In aalinioggan CRS Ty 


aty Dublin 





lection turn 








Bryan LP. Gesinges 
Bakersfield, California 








Call 1-800-251-30 


MUSIC CITY MARKE 
Exclusive U.S. Distributor 
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NS Daughters & Ryan, Inc: 


Premium Pipe Tobacco 








ROWLAND. 


L Premium Pipe Tales 
ee 40 gran 


Enjoy our excellent variety 
of 10 styles and 2%blends 





VENGI 
Premium Pipe 7 
fi errr 








Contact us toll free to 
pana retailer near you. 
_ j 866-942-73 
www, donahtgcpdndeyap.< com 
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| Meerschaum facts 
Fairly recently, | have heard and read two 
d assertions that meerschaum 
feipemed from the fossilized shells of 
BHcient microscopic sea creatures. First, 
iia CNN iReport video online featuring 
Julliis Vesz, and more recently in an arti- 
cle titled “Confessions ofa Pipe Carver 
by BY Jourls in the October 2010 issue 
of The Pipe Collector. While this. might 
aotind logical for the formation of “Sea 
Foam,” it is sineply mot trie 

learned a bachelor sdegree in geology a 
long timeags, and from what! can remem- 
ber, the fossilized shells ofancient sea crea- 
tures form Limestone, which is primarily 
calcium carbonate. 

Meerschaum i a magnesium silicate 
and eccurs naturally as modules in the 
earth. [t is not formed from any life form, 
a5 no silicon-based life forms have ever 
éxisted, at least not on Earth, 

It is also interesting to note that other 


Magnesium silicates include asbestos and 


talcum powder. 


Still alivelll 

Since the Winter P&T hit the stands, 
we have been swamped with e-noails 
from worried puesta whohave appoint 
ments to visit my Pipe Smoker's Hall 
of Fame museum whe think we have 
closed. 

Ben Rapaport usually gete his facts 
right, but he was incorrect ta write 
that the Pipe Smoker's Hall of Fame 
museum was “long-defunet.” This is 
our 4st year, and we have been open 
(free of charge) every day (except 
Thanksgiving) since 196%, Recently, 


due to my health, I have had te insti- 


tute a by-appointment-only policy, 


and L am cud te say we are booked 


feanne ‘Marie Lawrence 


featuring American carvers. Last year 
we held the first annual pipe carving 
contest for American carvers. The 
premise was simple: carve 2 Volcano 
and submit tt The seven winning 
pipes were assembled into a seven- 
day set. Raffle tickets were old and 
the set awarded. All the maney raised 
by the raffle was split between the 
seven carvers. im the set. The rematn- 
ing pipes were either sold for the 
carvers or returned at their request. 
What really topped the contest off 
was having all the pipes entered in the 
contest featured In a photo spread in 
the winter edition of Pipes and tabac- 
cor magazine. I would like to thank 
the magazine for its help in support- 
ing and promoting Anerican carvers. 
Sounds simple, doesn't if Trust 
mé, there is a lot more te it than if 
ears. But is it worth it? In a word, 
ves. We chose the Volcano shape as 
it allowed for lots of interpretation 
) the carvers. We expected a wide 
range of styles to manifest themselves 
and we were not disappointed. Fellow 
pipe smokers that had advised against 


© flare than 300exhibitor tbdes available atthe 
show. The cost of a table js $140.00. Once 
the tables: ane sod out, a waiting list wall 
be started for those still Interested in one. 


© The United Pipe Chobs of America (UPCA) 
will have bts national smoking combest in 
the tent on Sunday, May 15 at 1 pum. 
Contact Vernon Vig or David Bull for more 
information. 

A pipemaking sememar on Wredinesday, 

fay T1th and Thursday, May 12. The cost 

Is 575.00 per person Pipe focus group semi- 

nars will be held. Tobacclana seminars will be 

held on Friday as well as Saturday cvenang. 


© The Saturday evening CROC dinner will cost 
$65.00 per ticket. Attendees will receive 
“Tobacciana goodies bags. 


* Tht me ariddeg in phe Mega Cerner cv elie 
Pundit Rout Rail Gap for nee B04 guest ani 
foonas aenicie aed fe ter deg CROC smeding nen 
idea et fe the Mega Center. Tine ent wil! Bat 
awatiabhe Deu ? pum. ov | we i ese 
Srgeilnaat leben ag 


There will be a CROC *Pre-Show" (Buy/Sell? 
Trade} held on Friday. Mey 13th from 4 am 
until 4 pum. A “Post-Show" will be held 
Monday, May 16th from 8 aun. to 12 p.m. for 


those looking to bary before departing. 


Held atthe fega Center, 
Pheasant Aun Resort 
8051 East Main Sareat, St. 
Charkes, Illinois, 60174. 
For more information E-mail Craig Cabine at porsheigar@aol.cam ar visit 


www.chicagopipeshow.com 


For nom resenctions call 
16 30) SB4-6 4504) or 
(Od) 995-33 19. Mention the 
shin for special ates. 





Nor ( 
SELLING PIPE 
IN THE W@RLD 





SAVINELLE cm 


savinelliugsa.co 





Pleking the Volcano shape as they 
didnt like the shape ended up buying 
some of the pipes. The carvers them- 
selves took this seriously and did a 
Rreat job. Tkept telling the carvers that 
Winning was nice, but the purpose was 
to support and promote American 
carvers and that their participation 
would lend exposure and credibility 
to all American pipemakers. OF the 40 
carvers that registered, 32 submitted 
pipes. Seven were in the set. Ten were 
sold at the show. Nine were returned 
to the carvers at their request (mest 
had buyers waiting and hoping the 
pipe didnt make if into the -set!). 
Only six were offered for sale and not 
sold. The level of participation and 
the results speak for themselves. We 
successfully held the contest, raffled 
the set. sold most of the pipes and 
liad all the pipes featured in Pipes aad 
fobaccos. 

40 what do we do now? We hold 
the second annual carving contest 
This year's shape will be a panel. Fos 
the contest we are defining a panel as a 
pupee with twa or more panels. Details 


Having Pipe Dreams? 
Find your dream pipe at the... 


will be sent to carvers and posted on 
the club website, wwiv.gkepipectab. 
cont. Once again Pipes aad folnte- 
coz has agreed to publish the results. 
Thank you Pe-T for your continued 
support of American carvers. 

Ome change for this year’s contest 
will be the judging. This year's judges 
will be selected from buyers acd col- 
lectors of pipes only. After all, the cus- 
tomers really are the final judge amd 
they vote with their dollars. | encour- 
age everyone to go to pipe shows amd 
meet the carvers. You toa can vote by 
supporting your favorite American 
pipemaker. 


Quinton Wells 
Gredfer Karises City Pipe Club 


Master musing 

There is one, critheal, omission in the 
discussion on artist pipemakers as 
presented by Pred Hanna and Rich 
Raserman ia the Winter 2001 issue of 
PeT. The question of whe is, in fact, 
an artist is always going to be up for 
debate. Let's avoid that eternal argu- 


12ch ners Gi : 
Pipe and Tobacco Show 
| of arms Cig Pig Gls 
BUY, SELL, TRADE, OR... BROWSE! 


June 23th, 9am - 5pm & June 26th, 9am - 3pm 
KCI Expo Center- KCL Airport Holiday Inn 


> 


ment. However, the term “Master™ 
was used nearly as frequently, and 
eynonymooisly, and about the tern 
“Master” there should be no debate. 
A Master must go through a long 
apprenticeship (whether alone of 
Under another acknowledged Master 
. we can be that flexible) and pass 
rigorens tests in onder te be accorded 
that title. 

A Master must be able to make-a 
perfect Bulldog on demand, with two 
perfect beads. 

A good example is the response 
of Lars Ivarsson (an acknowledged 
Waster) when looking at a pipe tmoade 
by a highly regarded young pipenmak- 
er. "Not bad,” said Lars. “Now tell hits 
to make six more exactly alike.” 

The young pipemaker could mot, of 
at least did not. 

1 would be surprised to learn, of 
rade to believe, that many of the US. 
pipemakers referred to in the article 
are Masters. 

Indeed, in my opinion, and that 
of other influential hobbyists 1 have 
epoken with, if a Perse cannot reach 





e Peaturingour 2nd annual 


in our continuing support of American Carvers 


i, : j 


FULL DETAILS AND RESERVATIONS : 


it 





YOU PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW WHO WE ARE. AND IF YOU DON'T, 
WELL, THAT'S OK. IWAN RIES & CO. HAS BEEN IN BUSINESS FOR 
154 YEARS. THAT'S BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR. OF COURSE, YOU 
MIGHT CALL IT "THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES" AND THAT'S OK, 
TOO. WE DON'T MIND. JT WAS STILL A REALLY LONG TIME AGO. 
WE ARE THE OLDEST FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS IN THE INDUSTRY, 
FIVE GENERATIONS. THAT'S QUITE AN ACCOMPLISHMENT. AT LEAST, 
WE'RE PRETTY PROUD OF IT. YOUR GRANDFATHER, OR EVEN YOUR 
GREAT GRANDDAD MIGHT HAVE BOUGHT HIS PIPES AND TOBACCO FROM 
US. AND IF HE DIDN'T, WE WON'T HOLD THAT AGAINST HIM. WE‘RE 
FAMOUS FOR THREE STAR TOBACCOS, WHICH ARE STILL THE BEST 
SELLING PRIVATE LABEL TOBACCOS ANYWHERE. AND WE'RE PRETTY 
PROUD OF THAT, TOO. WE COULD GO ON AND ON ABOUT HOW MANY 
PIPES WE HAVE IN STOCK (OVER 12,000) OR HOW MANY DIFFERENT 
TOBACCO BLENDS WE CARRY (A LOT). WE COULD BRAG ABOUT HOW 
MANY TIMES WE'VE BEEN THE DUNHILL RETAILER OF THE YEAR 
(TWICE). WE COULD WAX PHILOSOPHIC ABOUT HOW WE'RE YOUR MOST 
COMPLETE TOBACCONISTS CIGARS, HUMIDORS, FLASKS, SNUFF AND 
SNUS. BUT, YOU DON'T CARE ABOUT THAT, DO YOU? YOU LOVE PIPES. 
AND SO DO WE. WE APPRECIATE THE FINE LINES AND CURVES OF A 
STUNNING STRAIGHT GRAIN. A CRAGGY SANDBLAST SENDS US OVER 
THE MOON. WE UNDERSTAND HOW 100TH OF AN OUNCE OR 1/8TH OF 
AN INCH CAN MEAN EVERYTHING. WE ARE PIPE SMOKERS, JUST LIKE 
YOU. YOU ADORE THE MYSTIQUE, THE HISTORY, EVERYTHING ABOUT 
THE HOBBY. SPEAKING OF HISTORY, DID WE MENTION WE'VE BEEN 
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1857? WE HAVE. AND MAYBE IT'S STORIES LIKE 
OURS THAT MADE YOU SUBSCRIBE TO THIS MAGAZINE IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. OF COURSE, IT IS JUST AS POSSIBLE YOU PICKED IT UP 
ON A WHIM, AND NOW YOU'RE DISCOVERING THIS WHOLE ESOTERIC 
ECCENTRIC WORLD YOU NEVER DREAMED EXISTED. AND THAT'S COOL, 
TOO. WE JUST WANT TO BE YOUR TOBACCONIST. AND MAYBE WE 
ALREADY ARE, IN WHICH CASE, THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF 
OUR FAMILY. IF NOT, LET US SHOW YOU THE DIFFERENCE KNOWLEDGE 
AND EXPERIENCE CAN MAKE. WE MAY NOT BE THE FLASHIEST GUYS 
IN THE BUSINESS. WE CERTAINLY DON'T HAVE THE MOST CLEVER 

ADS, BUT WE REALLY KNOW WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT, AND WE'VE 
GOT THE HISTORY OF GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE TO BACK us UP. 

THAT SORT OF CONFIDENCE ONLY COMES WITH AGE. 


IWAN RIES & CO. 19 S. WABASH AVE. 
CHICAGO, IL 60605 

(800) 671-1457 WWW. |WANRIES.COM 
FREE CATALOG AVAILABLE 











the level of Master, they cannot be 
considered am artist. But again, it's 
4 great topic for discussion, and | 


love hashing it out and listening ta, 








nt being brought to agreement 





Marty Pulvers 
Mountain View, California 


Like Grandpa 


My grandfather, Charles 


McCafferty, whom I've written of 





before, was affectionately known aa 


Da" or “Himself,” as was commen in 








lrish families. Da was a pipe atnoker, 


and if any 





e wotld have suggested 
|- 


he would have looked at therm 





there was such an animal asa pipe co 
Jector 
as if they'd pone round the bend o1 
Were smoking something more potent 
than tol 

Da had 
mostly Raywoodies, but with a cou 





SOLU. 





about a dozen pipes, 
ple Cusiom-Bilts and maybe a Tom 


rack 


his faverite chalr. He smoked Prince 


Howard that reated in a neds 
Albert, always bought by the can, 
though occasionally | remember -a 
pouch or two of Granger resting on 
the table near his chair. | suspect they 
were purchases made when he was 


if torbac- 





gone from the houses ran oul 
co and couldn't get Prince Albert. 


‘ 


[ve been a pipe collector of some 





1 lected 


having col 
Ps 


2 in the past 





Barling, Dunhill, Charatan, Castella, 


mot al the Saine Line 





etc., thou 
and not in that order. At oné time I 
had more than 300 pipes, until com 


TELORE BEDS amc il change im Hinanees 





prompted a review af the racks tl 





eh a concerted 


lined EL alls. Theo 5 


1aeh 





effort, a few tears, and much g 






ing of teeth, | managed to reduce 1 


nudiber in a year or so. These days, 
that number is about 35 of fewer, and 
| fi 
in the traditional or accepted sense. 
that 1 still 


enjoy the search fora special ply 





longer consider myself a collector 





[ have to admit, however, 





Ee, OMe 
that suite my fanci 


if Da, 





Lately, I've been wondering 
and many of the pipe smokers of thal 
era, didn't have the right idea. | posed 


the famous (Or is it infamous?) ques- 
tion to a friend aa to which 14 pipes 
would a pipe smoker take to a desert 
island. After | received his response, 


I mentioned it to Marty Puls 





poated the question on his site. He 


received NuUMLeroOUSs | neo and EH 





Waa surprised at the interest in the 


question. Some collectors whe had 


well more than 100 pipes managed to 
pick 14 th 


costa way. 


y could live with while a 





Now, at 70 years old, [im wonder 


ing if it isn't time to be like Himeeli 
dagen of so 


and simply select the 


pipes | enjoy most and let the others 





oo. lt would be an interesting exercise 


even if it failed .. 


would 


and | suspect if 
Regis McCafferty 
Canton, Ohia 


Special Christmas gift 


fathers 





Like imeoat and hush 





typically get unexciting, or downright 
bad, gifts for Christmas. Each year, 
andther tie is added te my already vast 
collection of neckwear. And although 
| haven't personally washed my car 
since the 1990s, another can of car 
polish typically joins the unofficial 
Simone museum in wy garage. 

This vear, however, was different: 
My family surprised me with a 2010 
Christmas pipe by Alberto Bonfiglioll 


Hand's Christenas 





and a tin of Med 


Cheer. | immediately forgave and 


forgat 


past Chiristwas gift disasters 


because this had to be the absalute 


beat Christmas present [ve received 





dince [| got a Mongoose dirt bicyele 





when [ was 10. The pipe is a real 





beauty and has gained a valuable spol 
in my amoking rotatlon. While lia 
my first Bonfiglioll pipe, it won't be 


mi Last! 


Nick Spencer 
Cyberspace 


WE KEEP YOUR 
TRADITION, 
MR. RATTRAY 


OL GOW RIE DARK FRAGRANT 
HAL CG THE WYND MARLINS FLAKE 
BROWS CLUNEE 3 NOGGINS 
7 RESERVE BLACK VIRGINIA 
HIGHLAND TARGE RED RAPPAREE 
JOCKS MATURE BLACK MALLORY 
PROFESSIONAL MIXTURE ACCOUNTANTS MIXTURE 





LUXURY TOBACCOS FROM CHARLES RATTRAY 
ADISQOUISTION FOR THE CONNOISSEUR SINCE 1903 


On tiated ty clans Char Gp — Mertibvond, Ao ate? 


BY STEPHEN A, ROSS 


Having a blast 


Known for his distinctive sandblasts, Bruce Weaver is 


Spend a few minutes talking to Bruce 
Weaver about pipes and pipemaking 
and ifs clear how enthusiastic and 
passionate he is about his second ca- 
reer. Speaking with a rich, deep and 
booming voice, he fervently, and often 
humorously, tells anyone who'll listen 
how much he enjoys pipemaking— 
and how humbled he feels to even be 
considered a professional pipemaker. 
“I love making pipes” he says as 
he takes a seat at his workshop inside 
his suburban Nashville, Tenn, home. 
“When | go out te the shop I can let 
lonse and concentrate on making 
pipes and let my mind wander—its a 
wonderful diversion. And its a great 
thrill to think that someone out there 
might enjoy smoking one of my pipes 





enjoying his second career as a high-grade pipemaker 


as much a3 | enjoyed making it 

A natural salesman, the gregari- 
ous, O0-ish Weaver greets everyone 
he meets with a kind word and a firm 
handshake. [fhe wasnt such a talent- 
ed pipemaker, he would still be a pop- 
ilar person to visit with at pipe shows 
because of his friendly nature and luis 
penchant for telling an entertaining 
story. Fortunately for collectors and 
smokers alike, Weaver transformed 
his interest in collecting pipes inta a 
desire to make them. 

Weaver's journey into pipemaking 
began on a whim while he was on a 
business trip te Lexington, Ky. in 
L984. He was working for a company 
that made snap fasteners for industrial 
uses and for blue jeans and bib over- 


alls. After finishing a visit to a client, 
Weaver stopped in at a Tinder Box 
store and purchased a Comey bent 
billiaed—a pipe be still ows. 

He enjoyed smoking that pipe so 
much that he began collecting other pipe 
brands. A visit to Me. Ed’s Pipe Shap in 
Nashville introduced Weaver to Dunhill 
pipes, which quickly became his faverite 
pipe brand to collect. Then he met Ed- 
sel James, a Nashville-area resident who 
collected Dunhill pipes so avidly that he 
became known among collectors as Me 
Donhill. 

“Buying, selling and trading with Ed- 
sel was an experience in its own righty 
Weaver says and then laughs, a frequent 
occurrence. “I never felt that I got the 
better end of a trade, but | enjoyed his 
good company. 

Collecting up to the puid-1990s was 
mostly conducted through catalogs from 
retail pipe sellers, buying papes from lo- 
cal shops, trading with other pipe collec- 
ters in the area or by traveling to a pipe 
show. However, the late “90s brought 
the Internet to the pipe collecting trade, 
which connected pipe collectors around 
the world. 

“1 was lucky that [ got to werk from 
home and raise three children.” Weaver 
comments. “I alsa had some free tinve to 
prucsue pipe collecting. Over the years | 
bought and sold Qunhills. { kept bay- 
ing and selling Dunhills on eBay and 
AOL and amassed quite a nice collec- 
tion. Then I got inte refurbishing them. 
laet up a buffing wheel and got inte re- 
staining or touching them up, making 


them lock right forsale, and that got me 
interested in pipemaking” 

Weaver hoped te enroll in the pipe- 
making seminar at the 2005 Chicago- 
land International Pipe & Tobacctana 
Show, but the class was full and he had 
to wait until the 20th show to take the 
class, which was taught by Lee Vor 
Erck. 

“There were no lessons on drilling or 
stem work,” Weaver explains. “You were 
simply given a stummel to learn the 
sanding process. [ts very important to 
learn how to progress from 180-grit to 
4ih}-grit sandpaper and to try to elimi- 
nate scratches on the wood. What made 
it different was that | chose to shape the 
stirmel too while the rest of the class 
concentrated an sanding. Thirty min- 
utes into the class, [ knew that pipemak- 
ing was for me, Lee and Gunnar Weber 
Prada congratulated me for taking the 
extra step. Every man needs a hobby, 
and | wanted to see if [ had the ability ta 
tap inte the creative talent that | believe 
is Within al of us. | became fascinated 
and started mulling over bow | might 
become a pipermaker” 

A few weeks after the pipemaking 
seminar, Weaver arranged a visit to Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, far a pipemaking lesson 
from Tim West. West showed Weaver 
the basics of drilling and shaping. Weav- 
et then went home aod bought a drill 
press and a dust collector and created an 
enclosed space off his garage to make a 
pipe workshop. A year Later, he felt com- 
fortable enough to travel to Columbus 
again—this time to attend the Nerth 
American Society of Pipe Collectors 
Show as a pipemaker. 

“I sat next to Rad Davis, who was 
extremely open, and [ hold him in high 
esteem because hes sucha nice man and 
answered every single queation | had? 
Weaver explains, “Il was told afterwards 
that he went home after the show and 
gave me accolades on a private message 
board as 4 pipemaker to watch out for in 
the future, and cormmented that I had a 
good eye for finishing a pipe. Pron that 
time, | felt a great appreciation for Rad 

That show in Columbus was suc- 
cesshul for Weaver not only because he 
had won the praise of a well-known and 
highly skilled pipersaker, but also be- 
cause he sold fur of his pipes. 

“Ll was ecstatic because | didn't expect 
to sell any, he says, a bit of wonderment 
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in his veice, “When I began making 
pipes I decided that | was going to give il 
two years before Id sell a pipe or two. To 
my joy [beat the curve a little bit 

Coming back home to Nashville, 
Weaver decided that he could indeed 
become a professional pipemaker, but he 
wasnt—and isnt—completely cornfert- 
able giving up a mere than 35-year ca- 
reer in the anap fastener business. Weav- 
ers work-from-home job gives him the 
flexibility te pursue his passion while 
abo earning a comfortable income. He 
works from his workshop, surrounded 
by pipemaking tools and sandblasting 
equipment. White wire racks containing 
curing briar blocks line part of the shop. 
There are aloo vintage pipe tobacco and 
pipe ads hanging from the walls. A small 
dog bed lies near the door to the wark- 
shop from which Weavers Pomeranian 
and Chihuahtia mix, Boo, su pervises 
Weavers activities. Weaver works with 
a cell phone attached to his hip, and a 
laptop computer is always torned om bn 
the workshop ao that he can conmumni- 
cate with bis colleagues as quickly as if 
he were in an office. 

“Lpo downstairs and upstairs between 
my real business and my joy business, 
he says. “l'm fortunate to have dane my 
real business for ao many years that my 
customer base is lege and [ don't have 
to travel so much—l used to go te China 
and Hong Kong frequently, as well as 
Africa, India and Sri Lanka—to take 
care of any problems that might arise. | 
don't have to do it that much anymore” 

Weavers travel schedule mow in- 
cludes more tripe for his joy business 
than bis real business. He went to Re- 
mec Briars im ltaly for the retirement 
party of Romeo Filippo, where he met 
many great pipemakers during the twe- 
day event and was given same great ad- 
vice by pipemakers such as Tom Eliang 
and Teddy Knudsen. 

“Pipemaking is not a guarded secret 
at all’ Weaver comments. “It's like Lee 
aaid, Tl teach you everything [ Knew 
and its up to you te catch up? There are 
aqme things that are proprietary, such 
as oil-curing of sandblasting processes, 
that make one pipemaker a little dither- 
ent from another, and pipemakers work 
diligently to develop one little nuance 
int theeie artistry. There are just oo many 
ways you can make a pipe. You want to 
get to that point where you can make 


it distinctive. That's why I've developed 
my own sandblasting method. I attack 
the growth rings in a different fashion 
from everybody elae” 

In 2006, Weaver was in his office ad- 
miring his pipe collection and he noticed 
aoimething—up to that point he had 
made nothing but smooth pipes, yet vir~ 
tually every one of the pipes he had cel- 
lected were sandblasted. He wondered 
why he was making 3 many smooth 
pipes when he really enjoyed sandblasts. 
He started doing same research inte 
sandblasting in hopes of finding some- 
thing that would be distinctive from 
the normal blasts that use high pressure 
and glass beads as the blasting medium. 
Weaver eventually settled on something 
other than glass beads as a blasting me- 
dium and works with a very small nozzle 
under lower pressure, which allows him 
to blast in very fine detail. He describes 
his technique as defining the rings and 
then enhancing their flow. 

“The rings are never straight on, he 
saya. “langle them, which gives them a 
true definition. The type of sandblasting 
[do isn't for everyone. Most pipemakers 
wouldnt do it, but [ find it relaxing to sit 
for hours staring through a magnifying 
glass at a block of wood. I love it. As you 
slowly work with the briar and the blast- 
ing medium, you get to study the ow of 
the rings. You can see where it might nat 
have rained much fora couple of years in 
the area that the briar might have come 
from because the rings are ao tight. You 
get a good idea for the natural history of 
the region from which the briar came. [t 
takes many hours and depends on how 
many rings there are. I've blasted pipes 
with as many as 30 rings, and that takes 
all day, but I never nertice itl 

The most ditheult aspect about sand- 
blasting for Weaver to master was learn- 
ing te be unafraid to make mistakes, a 
lesson that continues to arise as Weaver 
explores the depth of his talent. Portu- 
nately for Weaver, those mistakes be- 
came a little rarer after he met Todd 
Johnson through a former girlfriend 
who was Johnsen seighber. 

“We were on a date and I was telling 
her about a young pipemaker who had 
recently moved back to Nashville, and 
[ told her his name was Tedd Johnson,” 
Weaver explains. “She said | was kidding 
because he had waved at us when we left. 
Liminediately turned arcund, got out of 














the car and introduced myself to Todd, 
and we became friends in short order 
He invited me to apprentice under him, 
which has been the single greatest privi- 
lege and learning experience | have had 
the fortune to have in pipemaking” 

Before he worked with Johnson, 
Weaver made approximately Hl pipes a 
year. He estimates that he naw makes 
around 70 a year because folnson has 
taught him to slew down and eonmecer- 
trate on the ayminetry of a pipes design 
to ensure that it has a smooth Bow from 
the top of the bowl to the end of the 
stemi—to create something that allows 
the eve to flow uninterrupted from one 
end of the pipe te the other. 

“Todd taught me to atrive to attain 
pectection, Weaver saya. “We're work- 
ing in the thousandihs of an inch and 
iFscmething is a litthe bit otf, its off. Al- 
ways symuinetry—making sure the flow 
ia right. You don't want your eyes te ever 
stop on a section of the pipe; you wart 
ther to go from end to end. If pour eve 
stopa anywhere, its done, unless its due 
to an adornment” 

Some might think that an older man 
learning from a younger ane would be 
unnatural, but both Weaver and John- 
gon cansider it 4 natural extension of 
their friendship. They mentor each 
other—fohnson to Weaver, in terms of 
pipemaking, and Weaver to folnson in 
other aspects of life. 

“Hes a tremendous guy and kind of 
like a throwback to the classical pentle- 
man,” Johnson says, describing Weaver 
during a visit to his workshop. “I value 
his friendship. We relate to each other as 
colleagues and friends on many levels. 
Maybe Im mentoring hin in the realm 
of pipermaking and he's mentoring me in 
the realin of life. He has a bot of wisdom 
and expertence from which 1 can learn” 

And by all accounts, Weaver's pipe- 
making skill has grown significantly 
since he began studying under Johnson. 

“He has improved quite a bot,” Jedin- 
eon save. “He has a pretty nanrow shape 
spectrum, but people love those shapes 
and he can repeat them endlessly, which 
will be Bruce's bread and butter—a lim- 
ited amount of shapes that he executes 
incredibly well that have incredible 
blasts. Variations of classical shapes are 
where he excels. He has unique four- 
ishes on them. He looks at pipes as 
amieking insinucments, so he's mot inter- 


ested in avante-garde pipemaking. He 
knows that and he doeant try to repli- 
cate it because he recognizes that it’s nat 
who he is as a pipemaker. Right now, 
Bruces pipes are a litle underpriced, so 
[see them going up in the next couple 
of years. He's only recently been hand 
cutting his stems, and that adds tremen- 
dous value toa pipes 

Ever humble, Weaver credits [olin- 
sons tilent and dedication to achieve 
perfection as the impetus to his own de- 
velopment as a pipecmaker. 

“Every time | work with him | learn 
something new, and I learned more in 
the first month working with him than 
I learned in the previous three years 
hanging it ont on my own, Weaver ex- 
plains. “l always look at it in terms of an 
athlete. If you train with someone whes 
slightly faster than you, it makes you 
work all that harder. Although [tn not 
at his caliber of pipemaking, | find that 
when | work with Todd it pushes me to 
excel and try that much harder to get 
closer to the end geal, which is to make 
a really beautifal pipe 

While making a beautiful pipe is part 
of the end goal, Weaver says that it’s just 
2s important to ensure that the pipe will 
amake well. Weaver estimates that he 
typically spends six to eight hours work- 
ing on a single pipe—perfecting both its 
design and its engineering. 

Weaver gets moat of his briar from 
Romeo Briar, which he allows te cure in 
his garage fora year. He aloo has secured 
a supply of rare red Algerian briar that 
was cut in the 1940s fram Hoyt Shuyler, 
a deceased pipemaker. 

“I use that sparingly—only when 
[ need a pipe for myself or if ] have a 
special request, he says. “It's cool and it 
doeint impart any taste to the tobacon. 
The smoking qualities are superb. It's 
very old wood that produces very few 
amooth pipes because there are a lot of 
pits in them.” 

One ofthe most fascinating aspects that 
pipemaking holds for Weaver is the ability 
to work with exotic woods as adornments 
ona pipe. He pores over wood websites, 
examining materials and ordering them 
for experimentation, which often leads to 
him conoocting an interesting new enm- 
bellishment on a pipe. Cine of his favor- 
ite adornment materials is spalted maple, 
which he says is very interesting to lek at 
because its grain is ac cornpbex. » 








He hand cots his stems from ebo- 
nite of Bakelite, a taterial that he says 
is difficult to work with because of its 
brittle nature, but the variety of colors 
available in Bakelite makes the difficulty 
worthwhile. 

Weaver spends a lot of time on the 
draft hole oo that there is no turbulence 
to stoke up heat and moisture in the 
amoke and a pipe cleaner will easily pass 
through the entire pipe. The draft hole’s 
largest size is five-thirty-aecondths of 
an inch, and be tapers the size down 
the stem wit] it reaches about an inch 
from the lip button, where he widens 
the channel inte a “V" pattern. He alan 
works hard to make the stem as thin as 
possible for a comfortable feel in the 
mouth. He tests every atem he makes 
to ensure that when he putts on it, there 
is no whistling sound. Weaver says that 
his stems can be characterized as being 
“arnooth aa ailk on the insides and that 
the draft hole ia butted so that it shines 
when someone looks down the draft 
hole. 


He also allows a very srnall gap be- 
tween the mortise and tenon to allow 
space for the material to expand. He says 
ifyou make the mortise and tenon con- 
nectlon Hush, the natural expansion of 
the materials when the pipe is smoked 
will eventually cause a apace to develop 
that could cause more turbulence. 

The size and depth of the tobacco 
chamber varies by pipe, but mast of 
his pipes tobacco chambers are drilled 
to thitteen-sixteenths of an inch. The 
shape of the tobaces chamber depends 
on the preference of the customer. 

“A good 50 percent of my work is 
commission now, which is exciting be- 
cause somebody gives me an idea and | 
pel to be creative, Weaver says. “Hope- 
fully they'll be ecstatic when [to dene. 
Its all worthwhile to finish a pipe and 
send it te the customerand they give me 
nothing but praise” 

Weaver hasn't developed a grading 
syatem yet because he's still learning 
the craft and improving so touch, so he 
“grades” using a price point he deter- 


mines by a visual inspection of the pipe. 

“From the onset | wanted to make an 
excellent pipe that was affordable, and | 
still want to stay in that arena,” he says. 
“AL times it causes a comundrum be- 
cause lve made an excellent pipe with 
SIL ning grain or a great sandblast, the 
engineering is perfect and the symrmne- 
try is right, but [to selling at for 3554 
and theres a similar pipe thats twe ta- 
bles away that sells for $1,200. It aorme- 
times causes someone who looks at both 
pipes to wonder what's wrong with my 
pipe. So there is a perception owt there 
that a new pipemaker has to overcome. 
Other pipemakers who might have been 
making pipes for 25 years and have es- 
tablished their names have every right 
te charge that much because you Know 
what you get. ve made very few pipes 
that f sell for more than $54). They mor- 
mally cast arcund £400. That is what | 
believe is a fair price for my pipes. [fits 
aasmooth pipe I price it strictly on the 
grain and the execution of the design. 
Cn a sandblast, | price it according te 
the pipes design and the pattern of the 
ring grain.” 

When hes finished with the pipe, 
Weaver stampa it with lis initials, 
“BASW.O and the last two digits of the 
year in which it was made. The pipe 
is then posted for sale on his website, 
wi ddwedvernpes.cont, or sent to the 
customer whe commissioned the piece. 

“The main thing that [ like about 
pipemaking is that it gives me a true 
outlet to explore the creative side thats 
within us all” he says. “The ability to 
work with a piece of wood, ebanite of 
Bakelite and then inapect it and say, 
“Wow, | did this! and know at same 
point somebody else is going be enjoy it 
as much as 1 did when | made it is re- 
ally exciting. Knewing that something 
you created is going to go inte sarne- 
ones regular smoking rotation, where it 
will be enjaved for many years to come, 
makes me feel privileged and humbled? 

As more collectors learn about the 
excellence and value of Weaver's pipes, 
those privileged and bumbling oppor- 
tinities for Weaver will only prow, and 
he'll have a blast meeting those new cus- 
tomers with 4 firm handshake, a kind 
word and maybe a joke or funny amec- 
dote. Perhaps the customers themselves 
will feel as privileged to meet Weaver as 
he is to meet them. Poe! 


BY CHUCK STANION 


Books old and new 


Gary Schrier has successfully navigated the publishing 


process in the rarified environment of pipe enthusiasts 


Seeing Gary Schrier at a pipe show is 
like spotting a rare pipe: he's easily rec- 
ognizable from across the room—his 
atyle is a3 unique as the work of a great 
pipemaker. It's oot just the handlebar 
mustache or tweed vest; its the way 
he carries himself and interacts with 
other pipe enthusiasts that sets hin 
apart. He's in his element, swimming 
like some confident and distinguished 
marine creature surveving and mit- 
pling with a reef ecosystem of pipes, 
hobbyists, literature, tobaceos and all 
that makes pipe collecting what it is, 

Schrier has become a steward 
of the unusial and arcane in the 
knowledge base of the pipe smoking! 
collecting community. His specialty 
is Calabash pipes; he wrote and pub- 
lished the first and only comprehen- 
sive guide to that pipe, dhe History 
of fhe Calabash Pipe—a project that 
antique pipe expert Ben Rapaport 
advised him was not only difficult, but 
possibly futile, because no one cur- 
rently lived whe Knew the real story 
of the calabash. Schrier tackled the 
insurmountable aspects of that un- 
dertaking anyway, taking five years to 
complete the impossible. 

Then he wrote and published Coa- 
fessions of a Pipemtan. A guide to the 
pipe smoking lifestyle and naw in 
its second edition, Confessions is an 
amusing and opinionated treatise 
from Schrier’s personal perspective. 

But perhaps the most impeor- 
tant of his accomplishments is his 
publishing company, Briar Books 


Press. Aside from a handful af new 
titles, it publishes race, out-of-print 
items of interest to pipe smokers, lit- 
erature that has been difficult to find 
for many years: Dunhill’s 200-plus- 
page 1928 catalog; BB's 100 Tears 
in the Service of Sntokers, (847-1947; 
Dunhill catalogs from 1914 and 1923, 


The Loewe Pipe Packet; the BEB cata- 
log from 1912; and several other fasci- 
mating reads. 

Though his family was involved in 
the cigar industry (Aine Davidatl waa 
an uncle on his mother's side}, Schrier 
gravitated early in life to the pipe. “I 
started amoking in high school in the 
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mid-L970s," he says, “but it was only 
when | took to the woods with a ca- 
hoe and got serious about wilderness 
travel that | actually tried tobacce in a 
pipe” He never cared anything for cig- 
arettes, “but a briar pipe is a wonder- 
ful companion, and when you're trav- 
eling alone in the Canadian bush, the 
long, lonely nights are made easier by 
it. | know of no better place to light ap 
than in your camp by a rushing river 
as the fire crackles away” 

lt wasnt until the vear 2000 that 
he felt compelled to seek out the pipe 
collecting community. Hed found an 
old calabash pipe in an antigue store 
in Tacoma, Wash. “I bought it and 
amoked it heavily until the meer- 
achaum cup exploded—seriously, it 
literally exploded” The pipe had deliv- 
ered a smoke so superior to dis beiars 
that he needed to learn more about 
this untisual style of pipe. That's when 
he discovered that very little informa- 
tion existed. 

“Ll contacted Ben Rapaport, who 
informed meé that no history on the 
pipe was in print, or even out of print.” 
The book he needed didn't exist, so he 
RAVE it about five seconds of thought 
and decided to take a year and write 
it himself (it would end up taking five 
years), litth knowing what would be 
required. “It was an opportunity to 
tell a stery that had never been told 
before. How offen are we given the 
chance to tell a stery that’s affected 
millions of people in one way or an- 
other? It was a chance to give back to 
the hobby rather than just take.” 

The writing process itself was more 
difficult than he had anticipated. “I 
can laugh about that now, he says, 
“because back then | thought writing 
Wad just something beguo and eventu- 
ally finished” He discovered there was 
much mere to it than that. And then 
there waa the research itself. 

The moat impressive resource he 
found was fahn |. Adler of Landon. 
“John probably koows more about 
English pipe trade history than any 
other man alive. Not the pedantic stuff 
the hobby seems to thrive on at times, 
hike what Dunhill stampings mean, but 
the really good stuff that I needed, like 
company history and the people who 
ran the factories and marketed the 
brands across the globe. Jolivs a pipe- 


man of the finest kind, and hes helped 
me with different projects since” 

Schrier also found help fron sev- 
eral people in South Africa whe still 
grow the calabash gourds. “Their fam- 
ily had been at the business from the 
beginning in the late Pets. But ex- 
tracing information from them was 
ne end of challenges. We persevered. 
But the short af it is that were it mot 
for a very long list of volunteers who 
were poked and prodded into my ser- 
vice, the story would have never been 
told. [ found these good souls down 
the many rabbit trails | followed. As it 
turned out, my best resource was the 
ene person who had done his level 
best to persuade ine net to undertake 
the project: Ben Rapaport. And Ben, 
being an accomplished writer himself, 
graciously offered to be my editor, 
which | sorely needed” 

After tracking down people around 
the world, gathering all that informa- 
tion that had never before been gath- 
ered and finally writing the calabash 
history, the most daunting aspect of 
the project loomed: layout. As a self- 
publishing author, Schrier would have 
to decide where to place the: mn 
photes that would be included and 
how to arrange each page in digital 
files that actually resembled a book. 
He had oo experience with that and 
no budget for hiring it out, but he 
managed it himself anyway (perhaps 
you'll note a pattern here: when Gary 
particular resources 
and they don't exist, he creates them}. 
“That's what held me up the last 18 
months of production, he says. "Now, 
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five years and nine book productions 
later, | can only look at what! did then 
and cringe—how naive! But [ think ar- 
listic remorse ia part of the process.” 
Financially, the project was exactly 
what Schrier expected: “An uncaleu- 
lated loser. Most books are, even from 
the largest publishing houses. But, 
honestly, | wase't in the deal ta make a 
buck. My objective was to write a his- 
tory that no one else had or ever would 
and to move on. | swore [| would never 
undertake such a project again. The 
toll on my family was high. Writing is 
net a participatory family activity” Yet 
he found himself not only authoring 
another book, but starting a publish- 
ing company specifically aimed at pro- 


viding books far pipe enthusiasts. 
“After five years of writing and re- 
searching” he says, “I was lett with 
nothing to do. I needed to write; | was 
bitten. But I swore: no more five-year 
projects and ne more money losers. 
He would take on only thease projects 
he was reasonably certain would be 
popular enough to at least break even. 
It was about six toonths later, af- 
ter much thought, that he decided to 
write Confessions of a Piperan. “ht 
Was my antidote for the post-partum 
depression | was suffering with the 
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weeks and manths that followed the 
release of Calabash. | did not want 
people to think | was a one-hit wen- 
der, if the book could ever be viewed 
in that light? In retrospect, the prem- 
ise of the book seemed like an obvious 
choice to Schrier: “To tell things as | 
believed them to be, aa they should be. 
[ thought it would be read with great 
interest because a book of that type 
had never been tried in the hobby. | 
was tight. Its my best seller te date? In 
fact, the first printing seld owt and the 
second edition, with 50 percent addi- 
thonal content, i now available. 
| A second edition of Cala- 
bask is coming soon as well, 
and once that is ready, Schrier 
will begin work on Kayewoodie, 
lat) Fears Belted the Tintes, The 
| Story ofa Great American Pipe 
| Company. “Tt will in all likeli- 
| heod be a twa- to three-year 
| project, “and Pl be 
| expecting input from the pipe- 
| collecting community to make 
ita definitive piece” 

Scheier's formula for choos- 
ing appropriate reprint proy- 
ects for Briar Books Press is 
relatively simple: “I look to see 
| whats out there in the world 
| of pipe ephemera, then [ de- 
termine if theres a market for, 
day. SUM copies aver a two- to 
three-year pecicd.” 
to have some potential, he'll 
do it—and even better if there 
are good photos. 
aome great things over the last 
hitmber of years, truly interest- 
ing stories and histories never 
before told, such as the ones on 
BBB and Loewe- 

That seems to be the cen- 
tral theme of Schrier's quest— 
io make new, rare and in- 
teresting titles available to 
pipe smokers. He 
his books and is especially 
proud when they find the ap- 
proval of the pipe comenounity. 
“Truthfully” he says, “they're 
all my children and so | wor- 
ry about thems constantly As 
long as the reviews are gen- 
erally positive I'll keep at it, 
publishing titles 1 think the 
pipeman would enjoy" | 


he saya, 





Lf it seenia 


“T've sourced 


Hurtures 


Current Briar Books Press Titles 


Confessions of a Pipemian ... 
an irreverent guide for bockety's 
pipe-smoking man $20 
Second Edition 

(First edition sold out) 

by tary B. Schrier 


The Pipe Smoker's Tobacca 
Boor $12 
by Robert P. Winans 





About Sinioke .. An Encyclopedia 
of Sitoking Sth edition, 1928 325 
by Alfred Dunhill Ltd, 

(2008 Reprint. Includes the 
ofighnal 16 color plates.) 


BBB Catalogue No. XX, 1912335 
by Adolph Prankau & Co. Lid. 
(2009 Reprint) 


BBB 100 Years in the Service of 
Smokers 1847-1947 510 

(Pree w/888 Catalogue Wa, 4X) 
by Adolph Frankau & Co. Lid. 
(2009 Reprint 


Bo Nordh, Pipertaker $40 
by Jan Andersson (2010 Reprint) 





The Loewe Pipe Packet 40 
by Loewe and Gary B. Schrier 


A Pipentads Christmastime 
Conpanton Set $25 
by Dunhill and Gary B. Schrier 


The History of the Caiabash Pipe, 
First Edition Sold Out 

The History of the Calabash 

Pipe, Second Edition Available 
Christmas 2011 

by (ary B. Schrier 


Contact Information 

Briar Books Press 

14229 Bethel-Burley Road SE 
Port Orchard, WA 98367 
woe; bricrbooks.cow 


Publications also available through 
fine linternet pipe e-tailers. 


Big changes for Savinelli 


With a 135-year reputation for innovation, it was inevitable 


Savinelli pipes may be the best-selling 
pipes in the world—and for good rea- 
aon. The consistent quality and value 
of each pipe is evident; the fameus 
convertible balsa syster that absorbs 
Mmcnstore 
practical; the multitude of shapes, 
styles and finishes are easily recogniz- 


harshness js efficient and 


able. But theres always room for re- 
finement lio creativity and service, and 
that’s where the company's concentra- 
tion is now focusing, thanks in large 
part to new management both in Italy 
and the U5. 

Sonia Bivolta is the new cea of 
Savinelli Italy. She is energetic and vi- 





that Savinelli would decide at some point to reinvent itself 


brant, with an eye for the aesthetically 
pleasing aspects of pipe design and a 
dedication to customer service. Hes 
colleagues also say that she is a plea- 
sure to work with. 

Theres been a change at Savinelli 
USA as well. E. Ruben Ysidron, who 
atarted Savinelli USA in 1972 and has 
run it since, has turned the company 
over ta hig Soi, Ste Yen, a3 of the begin - 
ning of this year. Ruben still goes inte 
the office most days and continues to 
advise, 0 it may be said that he’s help- 
ing with the transition stage, but Ste- 
Ven now steers the company. 


“Basically” says Steven, “I'm direct- 


ing the company into the future. Dad 
is still here, though—I couldn't do it 
without him” His office in Morrisville, 
NAC. is filled with pipes, pipe furni- 
ture, humiders, family photos and 
guitars (some of which he built bitn- 
self}|—he has surrounded himself with 
what he loves. Except for a 10-year 
hiatus in California (where he dab- 
bled in the Mortgage banking business 
and in playing rock and roll and blues 
music in several bands), he’s been in- 
volved with Savinelli his whole life. 

As a boy, Steven worked in the 
warehouse, awept and mopped, and 
did endless odd jabs. He also learned 
and performed lighter repairs 
for the Corona lighters that 
Savinelli USA distributes. Co- 
roma lighters are fareaus for 
their durability. Even after the 
warranty period, Savinelli USA 
has always repaired the light- 
ers should anything ge wrong. 
There was a very reasonable 
58 fee for the service, but that 
is one of the changes that has 
been implemented. “If any- 
thing goes wrong with one of 
cur lighters,” saya Steven, “we 
how repair it for free, except, of 
course, where obvious abuse is 
at fault. Thats for life. Just send 
it in.” It’s a valuable service and 
the 
that the company places in this 
product. 

Its mot just lighters that 
he learned as a boy—he also 


testament bo confidence 


learned about pipes. “When | was 14 
he says, “my dad sent me to [taly to 
work for the summer” He worked in 
the Savinelli factory and learned much 
about the supplier side of the business. 
“lL was just a kid,” he says, “and I don't 
really remember what |] thought of the 
whale experience, but ['m sure [ didn't 
appreciate it fully as the remarkable 
opportunity it was.” He lived in town 
and went to the factory every day just 
like any other worker. Already 4 feet 
tall at that age, be fit in better than 
most would imagice. “I got paid, got 
a check every week. They were sirict 
but [learned to carve pipes.” That was 
mainly after work when they would let 
him take some briar and work on pipe 
ideas of his own. “They werent very 
beautiful,” he says, “but | learned a lot. 
And | learned from people whe had 
decades of experience” He learned to 
choose briar and what blocks worked 
with what shapes, and he even went 
inte the mountains te dig briar. He saw 
firsthand how everything was done, 

Back in the U.S., Steven also got 
plenty of sales experience and would 
actually go on the road for three 
weeks af 4 time with sales representa- 
tives, Visiting tobacco shops across the 
country. “l used to go on the road with 
Robert Litthejshai—he was an amazing 
salesman. Our national sales manager 
was Steve Eldridge. He made Nebraska 
and Kansas a great area. though it had 
traditionally been pretty slow. | was 
on the road with Steve once for three 
weeks, and he called my dad up and 
aaid, ‘Listen, [rm aocry but he's not a 
dalesinan. The kid can’t sell; | just want 
you to know up frent that he has no 
future! My dad talked to him a couple 
of weeks age and told hit I was taking 
over the business, and Steve laughed 
and said, “You tell him that I said he 
can't sell a damn thing’ He's a great 
man. If was nice to grow up with men- 
tors like that” 

The U.S. market has maintained 
some pretty standard styles for the 
Autograph line of pipes, and Steven 
recently went te Italy to confer with 
Sonia Rivolta about changing things 
around somewhat, doing some new 
shapes to appeal to the changing mar- 
ket. “We have a new line coming oul 
called the Briar Line—they're not the 
normal Autograph; they'll be different 


135th anniversary collection 


Piazza Di Spagna 





Caramella 


Leonard sf-port Tale 


Leonardo self-portrait 





freehand shapes.” Indeed, each is one 
ofa kind and they truly are different, 
in that they reflect a new aesthetie 
Hot seen in Autographs before. 

Another new line is the Leonar- 
de collection series, for which each 
pipe features a aimall silver bas-relief 
portrait of Leonards DaVinei on its 
shank and another on the tamper 
that comes with each pipe. It's a mue- 
bered, limited edition of only 250 
(100 smooth; 154 rusticated). 

So mich in the way of new prod- 
uicis is coming out of the Savinelli fac- 
tory now that its difficult toa report 
it all A few more examples, though, 
include the Miele, a golden-hued pipe 
infused with the aroma of honey Cas 
with the other “flavered” Savinelli 
pipes, the Caramella, the Checelat 
and the Caffe, the aroma dissipates af- 
tera few smokes); the Piazza di Spagna 
Linspired by the 138 steps linking the 
Bourbon Spanish Embassy to the Haly 
See in Rome); and the Tiger (with a 
uniguely designed stem reminiscent 
of the coloring of a tiger). 

Besides new products, Savinelli 
USA is engaged in a new commit- 
ment to service. “The way that we 
do business with retailers is chang- 
ing,” says Steven. “We will be LO 
percent easier te do business with as 
far as burnouts, returns and so forth. 
Wheo you buy a Savinelli pipe you 
can know that we're going ta back it 
up. If there's an issue, we'll replace it 
(again, barring obvious abuse, such 
aa the misapplication of terch light- 
ers, Which may cause half of all burn- 
outs). But were going to stand be- 
hind everything we make and make 
it easier for the retailer. We've been 
conservative over the years, and we 
dant want to be that company any 
more. The retailers are an extension 
of our farnily, and we want them to 
know that were here to help. The fae- 
tory has teld me that if there's an is- 
sud, it will be rectified” 

Steven is emphatic on that point. 
“We're in the pipe business.” he says. 
“We have alot of new pipes, and we're 
foing to keep coming out with new 
pipes. And we're going to provide 
support for everyone, retailer or pipe 
enthusiast, who purchases our prod- 
ucts. [tsa great time in history to be 
a Savinelli fan. Pe! 


BY BEN RAPAPORT 


From true confessions 
to true confections 


Before you begin te read, know that 
this is not another self-serving “how- 
to-get-more-fun-from-your-briar- 
pipe” tutorial, nor a testimonial for 
which pipes and tobaccoes are the best 
buys, nor my personal opinion of that 
popular blag, “Take a look at this out- 
standing briar that I just bought on 
eBay!" Pve been around this habby for 
slightly more than a half-century and, 
waking nostalgic, [ve taken a look back 
at my Old (pipe) World and glanced at 
this New (pipe) World, and | see many 
significant differences and positive 
changes taking place. Ren Burns, the 
documentary Glmmaker, says: “His- 
tory is usually stories that are overs 
This is my story —. but its a stery that's 
far from over. Being an oldater, some 
memories fade, while others remain 
vivid despite the passing years. (Age- 
wise, | am approaching antique, and 
the briar pipes I bought and smoked 
as a young adult are already vintage!) 
| belong to an ever-dwindling group 
of pipe amokers who, like General 
MacArthur's tribute te “old soldiers” 
also fade away, but I clearly remember 
what it was like to be 4 pipe ingéenue at 
about the end of the Korean War. 
Supposedly, Jean Baptiste Alphonse 
Bare, @ I9th-century French critic, 
journalist and novelist, was the first te 
utter the off-quoted epigram “Plus gut 
change, plus ceat iat midnre chase"; the 
more it changes, the mere its the same 
thing. Nowadays, the proverbial “they” 
jokingly respond: “Change is inevi- 


table, except from a vending machine” 
Clever repartee, but that’s not where I'm 
poling. Any casual observer citing Kare's 
epigram when referring to this fokeby, 
in iy epitnicn, knows zilch about pape 
smoking or pipe collecting. And that 
anonymows person who frosted this 
comment on the Internet: “A briar pipe 
isa style of pipe that was common from 
the 1920s through the 1950s" is also 
somecne Whe far afeld; the beiar pipe 
is certainly not a thing of the past! [t's 
very much alive and well today. 

It was, as | remember, a period of 
stasis when I started smoking a pipe. 
As L evolved as a pipe amoker, so did 
pipemaking. The habby and the habit 
have been transtormed. it's undergone 
a tectonic change in every dimen- 
sion and aspect. And Tam not talking 
about whether there are less or more 
pipe smokers today than 3) or 60 
years ago, whether there are now fewer 
brick-and-mortar outlets for tobaceo 
products than when] wasa young adult, 
or about the myriad socio-econamic- 
medical costa and cantemporary 
conflicts over tobacco and smoking in 
public places, or that taxes on tobacen 
products have gone through the reof. 
Lam talking specifically about what's 
dramatically changed in this last half- 
century: I'll call ita renaissance in pipe 
smoking and all the related pipe stuf... 
and the dawn of a new era of skillful 
crafismanship and deft manipulation 
of la Prayére into superlative smoking 
specimens. 


My half-century with briars 


For readers too young to remeber, 
after World War Il in the United States, 
afew unrelated, but watershed, events 
were taking place: cigarette sales, es- 
pecially “roll-your-ownl led pipe sales. 
by far; cuspidors were taken out of 
public buildings and other gathering 
places; masa production of pipes had 
removed Saint-Claude from its exalted 
position as the maker of 90 percent of 
the world’s briars; President Dwight 
Eisenhower rejected a tariff commiis- 
sion recommendation to raise the 
duty on iuperted briar pipes (meant 
to protect the US. pipe industry that 
employed some 1,aiK) workers); and a 
Washington State Bureau of Statistics 
and Immigration report, JMarrafiectiar- 
ing Opportusties ta the State of Wash- 
figton, claimed that “.. same of the 
lesser known native woods might be 
ised in various ways, sugpesting that 
the manzanita is especially adapted 
to the making of “briar’ pipes” His- 
tory has shown that Saint-Claude ex- 
perienced the gradually encroaching 
competition from other countries, 
and manzanita never became a seri- 
ous threat to the briar. The same can 
be said of other woods engaged Ln 
mid-2ith-centucy pipe manofacture— 
bubinga, calico bush, ebony, hickory, 
mountain laurel, olivewood, rosewood 
and others—that no discerning pipe 
sitloker of my time enthusiastically ac- 
cepted a3 a good alternative. (In this 
century, some are mew proclaiming 
the smoking pleasure and durability of 


a 


both bogwood [imerta] and Rhamnaus 
[a genus consisting of several varieties 
of buckthorn from China] pipes.) 

OF course, it was alao a time when 
the U.S. government and the health- 
aclence community began to take 
an interest in and conduct research 
on the effects of smoking, and being 
relatively young and invincible, | had 
little interest in learning about that 
stuff, As I recall, the central message 
in a mid-1950s leaflet titled “The Ad- 
ventures of the Wisdom Family? is- 
sued by the Central Council for Health 
Education, left it up to the individual 
to decide, while other sources advised 
aharm-reduction approach by switch- 
ing from cigarettes to safer forma of 
amoking, such as pipes and cigars. 
Albert Q. Maisel, a frequent contribu- 
tor to Life, Readers Digest and The Re- 
teria on health-related issues, asked 
his physician ln an article he wrote 
for Colliers magazine, Nov. 4, 1950: 
“Would you advise me—an average, 
sedentary, moderately healthy charac- 
ter—to keep on ameking or te quit?” 
The doctor's precise reply became the 
tithe of that article: “Don't Smoke—Un- 
less You Like [t” Well, I liked it. Heck, 
in the “Ss, cinema audiences watched 
film stars smoke on the silver screen, 
and as they did, so did the audience. 
Me. Playboy, supreme bachelor and 
lifestyle entrepreneur Hugh Hefner, 
smoked a pipe, so why shouldn't I? 

As a freshman, more accurately, 
a neophyte pipe smoker in Boston 
in the 1950s, [ was introduced to Dr. 
Grabow, Raywoodie (“The Last Word 
in Pipes"), Medico (its ads touted 
“- fiow made of pre-war quality im- 
ported briar") and Yello-Bole, the 
most accessible and reasonably priced 
pipes im the marketplace, at least for 
my pocket. Those were the days when 
R.]. Reynolds used small briar pipes as 
premiums to promete the sales of at 
least one pipe tobacco, George Wash- 
ington. My parents owned a small gro- 
cery store in the city, and I snagged my 
earliest pipes from the shelves —. at no 
cost. To add to my smoking experience, 
[ bought a few carved meerschauims 
from Hayim Pinhas, Istanbul, a pepu- 
lat mail-order hotse of the period. 
When | had some extra jingle from my 
after-school part-time job, 1 would buy 
a relatively nice briar from one of the 


zr 


local tobacconists—Ehrlich, Leavitt & 
Peirce or L.|. Peretti—or onder one from 
the Iwan Ries catalog. In an adventur- 
ous moment, [id order a package deal: 
dix irregular, unvarnished, but grand- 
amoking briars at a coat of $15, posat- 
paid, from Peter Ross & Company, 
Arundel, Sussex, England. 

In assorted magazines in our stare | 
read the frequent ads from E.A. Carey 
trumpeting his pipe design: “My new 
pipe is not a new model, not a new 
atyle, nota new gadget, notan improve- 
ment on old style pipes. It ia the first 
pipe in the world to use an ENTIRELY 
NEW PRINCIPLE for giving unadul- 
terated pleasure to pipe smokers” but 
[ didn’t buy into this hype. Does any- 
one remember Wally Pranks “amazing 
briar” pipe, offered during the 1454s, 
“specially caked with that revolution - 
ary "Magic Lamp’ process"? I never 
owned one. Most any no-name Alge- 
rian briar, or one from Raoul Amiels 
factory neat Philippeville, Algeria, 
was within my means, a Dunhill or a 
Charatan was beyond it, and the Cus- 
tom-bilt, the Doodler series and the 
later, phenolic-resin-coated, pyrolytic 
graphite “The Pipe” were too weled for 
me. There were other pipe oddities that 
were for sale in our store: the Century 
Briar Company's filter pipe, with the 
underside, screw-in glass bottle; the 
Pavey Pipe Company briar with its 
air-cooling chamber insert; the Spiral- 
Kool Company briar with a compesi- 
ton piston on the end of a plunger to 
acrape tars and juices from the metal 
stem; the James King & Company briar 
with a tamper-spade mounted on the 
pipes shank; and some of the oldest 
stock that never sold, a few Vogel and 
Bohn-Dri pipes made specifically for 
the “wet smoker” For sure, all these 
smoking apparatuses and contraptions 
have long been forgetten. 

Some claim that the briar in pipes 
made 50, 60 and 70 years ago was of 
better quality than that being used to- 
day. If Pipedia is correct: “It is gemer- 
ally recognized that in order to have 
a superior smoking pipe the briar 
from which it is made must be at least 
fifty years old? of as | read on www. 
necrechidumnstore.cant: “The mest suit- 
able root may be £0 to 100 years old, 
afd the finest pipe briae may be fron 
a shrub over 20M) years old .. aged 


and mellowed by time,” then [ owned 
several prepubescent and afew tweeny- 
aged, lacquered pipes, a pedestrian Lot 
of garden-variety wood, ample for my 
habit, adequate for my inexperience. 
And their mouthpieces—Bakelite 
was already passé—were vulcanite or 
nylon that, on contact with my spit- 
tle, oxidized and discolored. [ knew 
net of acrylics, Comberland or bet- 
ter, harder materials that would later 
be employed. As a gratuitous com- 
ment for the rigorous historian, more 
than 100 years age, |.5. Weingett, the 
well-known tebacco merchant of 
Fleet Street, said: “The pipe essential- 
ly consists of two pieces ... the bowl 
and the mouthpieces a rather simple 
definition, but mot quite accurate. In 
today’s. generally accepted construct, 
the briar consists of four parts, but a 
number of mine were five-part pipes, 
and that fitth part was a nonremovable 
metal filter (aka “arrester"). If menn- 
ory serves me well, Medico offered a 
patented filter system for briars with 
66 battles to “whirlclean your smoke” 
As to filters in general, there was al 
least one lone voice of my era on re- 
cord, Tom Howard of Red Bank, N_]. 
(“Hebbyist of the Month,” Popetar 
WMechanics, June 1947). Howard, a 
recreational craftsman who turned 
out a briar pipe every three to four 
hours, detested ~.. filters, goa traps, 
cleaners and all other devices caleu- 
lated and alleged to produce a cool- 
er, sweeter smoke or a drier, sweeter 
pipes lo his view, “There should never 
be any plumbing in pipes ... it just 
doesn't work” What did he know? 
Several of my pipes had a factory- 
approved and -ingtalled arrester, so 
surely this could not be plumbing ... 
or could itt 

In an interview with Sid Bertram, 
a third-generation briar master, in his 
Washington, D.C, shep, Bertrams 
("Pipes by Old Masters,” Papwiar Me- 
chanics, December 1954), he offered: 
“Lintll the Last war, brier [sic] pipe- 
making was a secret craft. Methods of 
curing the wood and turning bewls 
were farnily secrets” I didnt know this. 
Grading? | had read somewhere that 
afew companies stamped their briars 
with names such as “Virgin,” “Deluxe? 
“Specimen, etc, bat no ane I knew 
was familiar with what [ later learned 


Was an arcane, somewhat arbitrary clas- 
sification scheme for grading quality or 
date-coding that a number of manu- 
facturers devised; none of this was the 
customary lexicon in the pipe stores 
that I frequented. Shoptalk also did not 
include nomenclature taxonomy, such 
aS proup size and patent murnbers, conde 
words that had | heard would have been 
beyond my comprehension level during 
my puffing days. A “grab-bag” pipe— 
a “second”’—was typical trbacco shop 
arget in my day, but “drug-store” pipe 
had not yet been coined: most of mine 
Were procery-store” pipes, because thats 
where | got them ... machine-made ... 
and rarely “seconds. more often “thirds 
Who knew of “handinade” in the early 
1950s¢ 

[continued to add te my accumula- 
tion of mediocre wood—my personal- 
ized collection—a la the brief Sherlock 
Holmes advisory on the briar to De. 
Watson {in The fellow Face): “Nothing 
has more individuality save, perhaps, 
watches and bootlaces.” And [ tollowed 
the guidance of author John Bain Jr. 
that I found in ome of his three com- 
pilations, Tobacco dt Sorg amd Story: 
“To begin with, every smoker should 
have from three toa dozen good pipes, 
and besides he must be a pipe smokers 
More than a century later, Randall Cal- 
lings averred in his thought-provoking 
sociological study, interaction Rite 
Chains (2004), io the 20th century: 
“Pipe-smoking acquired an ethos of 
collecting, a form of hobby and con- 
hoisseurship, with its subtleties and 
sophistication.” Maybe so, but as [ look 
back, | had the habby part down pat—l 
was neta collector in the truest sense— 
and | was nowhere near sophisticated 
enough for the conmoisseurship part. 

On the website wivew finepipes.comts 
pipes‘denish, there is this statement: 
“The smoking pipe was reinvented in 
the 1950's by Sixten Ivarsson” Maybe 
ao, but more for the Danes, because | 
never saw an invented or a reinvented 
Danish pipe for sale in any local tobac- 
coshopin my beginner years, although 
Iwan Ries catalogs of the early 1960s 
hinted at what was seon to eccur: the 
Danish invasion of the freehand, of 
the free-form pipe. (In the unofficial 
Internet history of the company, its re- 
ported that Stanley Levi traveled over- 
geas to"... bring the finest pipes back 


to the States. He introduced American 
simekers to Savinelli and such “Great 
Danes’ as Viggo Nielsen and Sixten 
Ivarsson.”) Iwan Ries was not alone, 
because Wally Frank Lid. began sell- 
ing classic Larsen freehand pipes in 
the late 1960s. 

[ alse encountered and tasted all 
these popular, sweet-smelling, flaver- 
salitated, tongue-biting, packaged 
tobacces, some of which I still remem- 
ber—Briges, Cherry, Pield & Stream, 
Half & Half, Heine's Blend, Holiday, 
Mixture No. 79—and a very special 
blend from C.B. Perkins whose name | 
have long forgotten, but ] do recall the 
Joho Middleton Variety Fit, five mini- 
tins of assorted blends in a gift pack for 
about 31.1 owned the usual femeoker’s) 
sispects: aluminum pipe nail, roll-up 
pouch, British Buttner reamer, Dill's 
Best pipe cleaners and a trusty Zippo. 
That was my narrow world, and those 
were ty heady days, a time te experi- 
ence the manly, sophisticated custors 
of pipe smoking, tweed jackets and 
gray flannel trousers; pipe amoking 
on college campuses in the 1950s and 
‘bls was as pervasive as coats and tes. 
Henrik Halberg seems to understand 
that era well, describing MacBarens 
Golden Blend tobacco (Explore Club, 
The World of MacBaren, on the Web): 
“The package is inspired by the style of 
tobacco packages prodaced by our fac- 
tory filty years ago. It captures the feel- 
ing of pipe smoking in the 19505 and 
celebrates a real pipe tobacco hero? 
Sadly, | cant remember meeting any 
“real pipe tobaceo heroes” in my day. 

Without much “how-te" guidance 
from my cigarette-smoking father 
of, for that matter, from the tempo- 
rary help at the local pipe shops, | 
began a search for a book of two to 
gel ime smoker-start. [In a matter of 
a few months of frenetic searching 
through new and used bookstores, | 
was the proud owner of three books 
on the subject: the English edi- 
tion of Georges Herment’s The Pipe 
Book (1954), Joaquin Verdaguer's 
The Art of Pipe Seroking (1958) and 
Alfred Dunhills The Gentle Art of 
Sitoking (1954). Strange, | thought, 
these three pipe-expert-authors were 
foreigners. Absent the Internet, [ did 
not know of the five “how-to” books 
in citculation authored by Americans: 


Sidney Ram, How fo Get Mare Fir 
Out of Srraking (1941/1949), |. Le- 
land Brown, The Art of Pipe Smoking 
Pleasure (1946), Millard Paught, Haw 
fo Scratch a Mateh and Other Secrets 
of Successful Pipe Swtoking (1947); 
H. Brightleaf Puthngton fan abvieus 
pseudonym), How to Smoke A Pipe 
(1958); and the most ¢lugive hand- 
book, Emil Doll, The Art ana Craft of 
Smoking Pipes (1947). Now my ques- 
tion was, to reprise Peggy Lee's hit 
song, “Is that all there is?” At the time, 
my answer was yes, because | was also 
not aware of three short-lived Ameri- 
can consumer magazines that had 
pretty much come and gone before | 
became sericusly interested in pipe 
sincking: Pipe Lowers (January 1946—- 
Apeil 1950), The Amertcant Srtaker 
(May (950-January 1951) and Pipe 
Simiokers Review (May 1952-August 
1952). [ was confident that ! owned the 
then-aniverse of affordable pipes and 
pipe literature, but I had nat yet pone 
global until [ began traveling with the 
Us. Army to different parts of call; 
that's Navy speak, because the Army's 
ports of call were a handful of overseas 
locations strategically important to 
the U.S. government that we soldiers 
unatectionately called asserted arrn- 
pits of the world. In many of those 
places, | found native-made pipes for 
simeking tobacco and other weeds, but 
nethiog as sophisticated as carncobs, 
my inexpensive, trusty, throwaway 
pipes that I packed in my rucksack, an 
essential survival item in my field kit 
when I deployed to those paradises. 
Past-forward to today, and it's 
net “like déji-vu all over again, that 
iconic Yogi Berra turn-of-plrase. 
Whats changed? Everything! What's 
been occurring in this hobby for quite 
some time is analogous to what hap- 
pens with regularity in places like 
Milan, New York City, Paris and Teo- 
kyo, the annual fashion week show: 
the introduction of mew designers, 
new designs, new fashions, new Fab- 
rics, but in the pipe biz its without 
the fashion show's subtext of bring- 
ing communities together to generate 
money for local businesses, nonprofits 
and charities. Ne longer is one lim- 
ited to factory-made, mass-produced, 
traditional-shaped briars from a hand- 
ful of large-scale manufactories located 
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in England, France, [taly and the Unit- 
éd States. There are now kaleidoscopic 
choices from small and medium- 
sized factories in western Europe, 
from adventurous and innovative 
independent craftsmen around the 
globe now gaining respectability as ar- 
titans, and from hobbyists who dabble 
in making occasional pipes for recre- 
ational revenue. It seems that anyone 
and everyone with a talent to shape 
wood and an eve for balance and form 
has entered this fray, giving the buyer 
a veritable universe of new and differ- 
ent pipes. Who would have thought of 
Argentine, Canadian, Greek, Israeli, 
Japanese, Portuguese or, for that mat- 
ter, Soviet Bloc pipe carvers 50) years 
ago? Now in vogue is experimentation 
in very contemporary and outré de- 
signs using mixed mediums, assorted 
finishes, the integration of ivary, bone, 
gold and silver accents and embellish- 
ments, and new materials for mouth- 
pieces, all nice touches to move the 
ulilitarian pipe from a mere utensil te 
a much higher plane, from function 
and form to finesse and finery. 

It would not be exaggeration to 
claim that many of these new-age pipes 
are like many of the aute industry's 
newest roadsters and sports cars, sleek, 
aerodynamic masterpieces of com- 
mercial seduction, and | am not refer- 
ring just to Porsche Design's cooling- 
ribbed pipes introduced in 1983-1984, 
theultra-contemporary BugattiBP-o1n 
of the Bugatti Pipe 1 Designer Smoker 
Gear introduced in 2005, advertised 
as an “integrated filter system in alu- 
minum case, durable heat-resistant 
ceramic tube, and cooling aluminum 
heat absorber” (1s this a tobacco pipe 
or an HVAC svatem?) Most every 
reader of this magazine knows the fol- 
lowing but, for reinforcement, ] quote 
Pino: Guide fo Pipe-Crafting at Hore: 
“Pipe artisans don't have the machin- 
ery to work in the same way as facto- 
ries. But this limitation, instead of be- 
ing an inconvenience, is an advantage, 
because artisans can take the time to 
study every briar piece before mak- 
ing any decision about the shape of 
the pipe, or what part to cut to get the 
best grain pattern with a minimum of 
flaws” And something on Pipedia_org 
is worthy of repetition: “Suffice it te 
say that anew generation of American 
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pipe makers have emerged. Many have 
made the trek to high grade pipe mecea 
to study with the master carvers. They 
have brought back an entire school of 
technique and aesthetic and made it 
their own. Others combine the tradi- 
tional and freehand styles in a unique 
combination. Regardless of their in- 
fluences, many of these American pipe 
makers are pursuing pipe making with 
atremendous passion and energy, and 
an individual spirit. not unlike the one 
that molded the country” 

It's not simply that this new genera- 
tion of pipemakers has made a mar- 
ket impact, and that their high-grade, 
one-of-a-kind, jaw-dropping, mind- 
blowing, awe-inspiring pipes are se 
much in demand. Theres another di- 
mension to this phenomenon: beyond 
the pitchman pushing his pipes using 
the overworked expression “museum - 
quality” briars (more often a catch- 
phrase, less often a fact), some of 
these creations coexist with other art 
forms in museums. | dot recall any 
company getting recegnition or hon- 
ofable mention outside the trade 50 
years ago, but (the late) Stephen and 
Roawitha Anderson of Pipes & Plea- 
sures, Columbus, Ohio, have a few of 
theit briats on display in several Eu- 
ropean and US. museums; Ed Burak’s 
freehand pipes are in the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York and were 
part of a 19) traveling exhibit of the 
American Craft Museum; the Porsche 
pipe is also in the design collection of 
the Museum of Modern Art; and two 
Bertram Safferling pipes are displayed 
at the Munich Museum of Contempe- 
rary Design. In a word, this current 
generation of artisans is creating pipes 
that exceed the utilitarian function of 
retaining tobacce. 

Taking liberties with an [IBM slogan 
1 recently heard on the radia, “De- 
ing essential things in extraordinary 
ways, one could say that many of 
today’s pipemakers are crafting 
essential things in extraordinary ways. 
Tebaceo blender Russ Ouellette has 
this te say, and | agree wholeheartedly: 
“I think one of the best things te hap- 
prem is that we're seelog more individ- 
tial carvers around the world. There 
werent that many individual artisans 
in the U.S. in the ‘Tis even though the 
market was pretty strong. [t was most- 


lv mass manufactured, even though a 
lot of those brands produced wonder- 
ful quality pipes. But now were see- 
ing a let mere one-of-a-kind freehand 
pipes by very, very talented carvers.” 
He could not have said this if he were 
commenting on the 1950s or 196s. 

To add to the marketing mix are 
dimensions of this burpeaning mini- 
industry not even in the realm of the 
possible 50 years age: the Internet for 
international pipemakers and buyers 
to interact, PayPal and other online 
payment systems for ease of purchase 
around the globe, pipe shows and the 
estate pipe market in hot pursuit of 
the ameker's disposable money. What 
does this all mean in real terms? It's 
anew dynamic whereby the smoker 
can now interface with the maker to 
indicate his specific desires in a pipe, 
instead of having to select one from a 
limited inventory of trademarks and 
atyles stocked in a retail shop. De- 
scribing today's educated, enthusiastic 
and eclectic buyer, Rick Neweorbe, 
writing about Lars Ivarsson on the 
Internet in 19%, summed it up best: 
“ the pipe smokers today include 
very few ‘drug store amateurs’ The 
majority are connoisseurs.” What a 
difference a half-century has made. 

All those paper, cardboard and 
pocket tin packages of bland Burley 
and overly aromatic tobaccos sold 
in drug stores and supermarkets, al- 
though not gone altogether, have 
given way to myriad tinned tobacco 
concoctions with sexy, sultry and 
sophisticated names and, just as Lin- 
portant an initiative, an independent 
and informed evaluation in Pipes 
atid fobaccos about every exotic and 
apecial-event mixture that enters the 
market, information not available a 
half-century ago. [n place of that alu- 
minum nail, still a very functional 
tool, there is now a wide assortment of 
handmade pipe tampera: shapes, ma- 
terials and designs abound. And there 
are many other attractive and finely 
constructed pipe accessories that have 
been introduced in the last quarter 
century, such as superfine leather car- 
rying bags and cases, all too many te 
mention here. 

ln the course of the last 50 years, a 
few pipe magazines were introduced, 
but all were shert-lived ventures 


except one. Pipes died fobacces is enter- 
ing its loth year. As I look back. for 
the majority of those 50 years, it was 
a literary drought, a dearth in good 
reading material for anyone desiring 
a book written specifically for smoker 
and collector literati. Today, for those 
whe enjoy the visual arts, the explo- 
sive nature of illustrated reference 
books is mindboggling. After my start 
with a paltry library of three books 
in the 1950s came Carl Ehwas beat- 
seller The Book of Pipes and Tobacce in 
1973, and in the last 20 years or ao, the 
several contributions of Rick Hack- 
er and Brice Spencer's Pipe Srroker 
Magazine notwithstanding, forests 
around the world have been depleted 
to provide the pipe smoker a wealth 
of handsome volumes from Eurepe, 
all pagans to the briar, the porcelain 
and the meerschaum, books that have 
enriched the lives of sinokers and col- 
lectors everywhere and have added 
pictorial pleasure to the hobby. 

Are these different times? You 
betcha! Heres some evidence or, us- 
ing the latest term in editerial slang, 
proofitess, of how. In The Art of Pipe 
Sintoking, Joaquin Verdaguer confided: 
“Lf you are interested [ll mention the 
names of the mast famous makers: 
Ganneval, Bondier and Donninger. 
Still better are the Grea of Ulbrich and 
Marechal” Not true any longer! Georg- 
es Herment, a Frenchman whose La 
Traité dela Pipe appeared in English in 
1954, claimed: “One might sum up by 
saying that Saint-Claude produces the 
most carefully fashioned, best finished 
and most luxurious pipes in the world 
.. Not true any longer! Sidney Ram, 
a Chicago-area tobacconist, had this 
to say in his book: “An excellent first 
quality briar with geod character and 
beautiful markings is worth around 
$5.00—nho more. First quality grades 
with good marking and fine sand spot. 
should sell for around $3.50. And 
pipes of high quality, containing no 
putty or clay fills and with very slight 
surface sand apots {black specks}, 
which won't interfere with the smok- 
ing quality, should be around $1.75 to 
$2" Not true any longer! Carl Weber 
of New Jersey fame had a slightly dif- 
ferent opinion in his 1962 treatise: “A 
smoker who insists on having a perfect 
pipe should be prepared to apend as 


much as $100, an expense that seers 
needless considering the fact that ex- 
cellent pipes can be obtained in the 
$5 to $25 range” Not true any longer! 
In The Gentle Art of Setoking, Alfred 
Dunhill opined: “Bowls with flaws of 
varying sizes undoubtedly form the 
majority of pipes sold to-day, and this 
does not mean that many of them do 
not give good and lasting service. 
Not true any longer! All these old, 
stodgy British pipe companies have 
to contend with the likes of Ashton, 
Ferndown, Milville, Upshall and, most 
recently, Northern Briars’ lan Walker. 
The pipe world of today is a much dif- 
ferent place, and most of yesterday's 
pipe guidance and gospel in print can- 
not stand up to present-day scrutiny. 

To put all this in perapective, in Popu- 
lor Mechadics, November 195), appeared 
an ad for 100,000 war-surplus beiar pipes 
made for the [LS. Anny] Quartermas- 
ter Corps in assorted shapes and sizes, 
a get of seven for 53.50. An “Allsatnoss” 
genuine briar (Bremerton, Washington) 
eost $2. An Edgeworth “Dana” pipe (a 
Falcon lowkalike) aeld for 50 cents. And 
Raywoodie, with pipes inthe price range 
of $3.50 to $25, offered a top-of-the-line 
“Flame-Graiy for $10. In the 1970s, 
a seven-day matching set of Charatan 
Crown Achievernent pipes would sell for 
about $10,000 and, nowadays, a single 
Bo Nordh pipe has cost that much! 

In my view, the more things change, 
the more they change! Por me, it's un- 
important whe claims responsibility 
for this remarkable, clearly discern- 
ible renaissance, this rejuvenation in 
all things pertaining te the pipe. Visit 
the International Premium Cigar & 
Pipe Retailers annual trade show or 
the Chicagoland Pipe Collectors Club 
annual rendezvous, or pore through 
the interviews and ads in any issue of 
Pipes and fobaccos magazine. There is 
ample, dramatic evidence that in this 
renaissance, things will continue to 
change, and always for the better, as 
long as there is this level of enthusiasin 
for great-looking pipes to simeke and 
collect, as long as there is a handful of 
dedicated tobacco blenders who make 
amoking an enjoyable and pleasant af- 
fair with a continuum of new blends 
and mixtures to appeal to even the 
most demanding and critical smokers, 
and as long as there is an audience of 


afuent and enthusiastic pipe smokers 
to experiment with and invest in all 
this stull; its a new age, a revelution- 
ary—not evelutionary—half-century 
of forward movement, a half-century 
with a sleep trajectory in new and 
improved products designed for 
heightened smoking pleasure. 

Philip (Guedalla, popular histari- 
cal and travel writer and biographer 
(Rag Thre and Tanga [1Y38]), fa- 
talistically wrote: “For all the flimsy 
things that are most typical of us will 
perish. Que books will all have pone; so 
will our pictures (which is, perhaps. as 
well), to say nothing of our music, briar 
pipes, arm-chairs, brassies, fishing-reds, 
window-frames, footballs, and wall- 
paper” He was not the only prophet of 
doom. Some 70 years later, in the June 
19, 2005, edition of The Washington Post 
appeared “Bowled Over No Longer. The 
Once Ubiquitous Aroma of Fatherhood 
is Fading Away? Stal’ writer Peter Carl- 
son wrote: “Pipe smoking is going the 
way of the shaving brush, the straight 
razor, the fedora, the Freemasons, the 
liberal Republican” | don't know what 
to make of Guedallas depressing pre- 
diction, but Carbon may be right about 
the numbers, the declining population 
of thease who smoke a pipe nowadays, 
brut there is still a sizeable community 
af pipe and tobacco buyers, at least in 
the United States, to which this new 
generation of talented pipemakers and 
boutique tobaceo blenders cater. 

As [see it, what goes around keeps 
an going around. With all the new 
stuff being introduced annually, I'm 
confident that itll keep on going 
arcind, but notin a continuous closed 
loop. Whoever said “bigger is better" 
is right. The pipes, tobacces, acces- 
sories and literature have been get- 
ting increasingly bigger and better. | 
started smoking in a different era, so 
Td say that its a brave mew world for 
pipe smokers of every stripe, a world | 
would have loved to have experienced 
aga young man, but l am so pleased 
that I can witness it all happening now 
. from the sidelines. Pim in the twi- 
light of my life, bot for anyone who 
now amekes a pipe, or thinks about 
starting up, its anew day. What a dif- 
ference a half-century makes. Plus 
pa chutnge, plus cest kt mente chase? 
Methinks not! P&T 
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ACTION BY MARC MUNROE Din 


Three loose cigarettes 


“What [ hate about winter is tharit takes 
40 damn long to get dressed? Jack Du- 
pont muttered. It was 7 degrees above 
zero io Mill River, Massachusetts, a for- 
mer cotton mill owe with a ld percent 
unemployment rate, where Dupont and 
pirlftiend Simone LaCroix dug meta- 
phorical ditches as 5830-a-week report- 
ers at the Mill River Standard Tintes, a 
newspaper whose 174000 daily circula- 
tion was 10,000 copies fewer than it had 
been in 1955. 

Dupont had awakened in the fve- 
room apartinent he shared with his 
ai-year-old mother, conveniently Jo- 
cated 10 blocks from the paper, eight 
blocks from his faverite bar and six 
blocks from Simones apartment. As 
his mother slept, Dupont donned a 
pair of brown corduroy pants, thick 
socks, lace-up tan leather construc- 
tion worker boots, a white dress shirt, 
a plum-colored sweater veal, a brown 
tweed sport coat. a trench coat, a brown 
fedora, brown leather gloves, and a red 
and brown plaid scarf. As he did so, he 
placed a point-and-shoot camera in the 
left inside pocket of the sport coat, his 
wallet in his left rear pants pocket, a re- 
porter’s notebook in his right rear pants 
pocket, three pens in the breast pocket 
of his shirt, a fold of money in his left 
front pants pocket, a box of wooden 
matches in the right trench coat pocket, 
a Zippo lighter tn bis right front pants. 
pocket, a pipe tool in his left sport coat 
pocket and a red plaid tobacco pouch in 
the right inside pocket of his sport coat. 

Walking a bit stiffly from the weight 
of his wardrobe, Dupont put a handful 
of berry-Havored antacid tablets in the 
left pocket of his trench coat, glanced 
pleadingly at the dark wood crucifix 
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over the door to his apartrent and rus- 
tled down two flights of rubber-treaded 
1iMl-year-old tenement stairs to the 
street. 

Simone LaCroix, Dupont often said, 
was the only woman he knew who 
could po without gloves on a cold wit 
ter day without her hands turning a 
blotchy red color. 

“I do not allow my hands to turn a 
blotchy red color” Simene bad told 
hitn. “I also do not bite my fingernails, 
[do not wear pajama bottoms to the 
grocery store and I have never played 
a team sport” 

Simone was 40. Dupont was 52. This 
morning, she sat at her desk in tight 
black pants, purple shoes with 43-inch 
heels and a purple blowse with gold but- 
tons and gold chain epaulets. Her natu- 
rally curly blond hair hung down to her 
shoulders, each ringlet exactly the size 
of a-ditne. 

Despite their physical relationship, 
Dupont and Simene did not talk to 
each other like lovers. They spoke to 
each other like reporters, which teat 
their standard greeting was, “Whatcha 
workin’ on?" 

“l get an e-mail from Cassie this 
morning, Simeone said. “She sent it 
from home, since she wont be in until 
11 am. 

“It says I have to do an office sweater 
story, Simeone said, watching a grum- 
bling Dupont unwind himself from his 
winter wardrobe. 

Cassie Wolfson was the papers man- 
aging editor, The reportera dreaded 
assignments conjured up by (Cassie 
because they were invariably based on 
erroneous cocktail party gossip, miner 
acchdents shed seen along the interstate 
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on her way io from a distant suburb and 
what she called “quirky” ideas. 

Dupont looked, if not quizzical, then 
certainly on the border of angry. 

“In offices where a lot of women 
work, there’s usually an old sweater 
hanging on the coat rack. Its always the 
kind that buttons down the front and 
it's usually black’ Simone said. “No one 
ever knows whe brought it in, but its 
been there fierever and you can put it 
aver your shoulders if you're cold. Ir 
supposed te call varicus businesses Lt 
the city and see If they have an office 
sweater” 

“We pot one here?” Dupont asked. 

“Oh veah,” Simone said. 

“You ever wear it?” Dupont asked. 

“Not if Tin dying of cold,” Simone 
said. “Ide not wear communal clothing 
or indulge in communal grooming.” 

“Why are we doing the office sweater 
story?” Dupont asked. 

“It's for the business page,” Sumone 
sald, perching a pair of black plastic and 
rhinestone half-glasses on her srmall 
nose. “Cassie feels the business page 
should have more ‘quirky’ stories” 

“Youd have to be pretty quirky just 
to read that story,” Dupent said, head- 
ing for the office coffee pot 

ft was Dupont’s habit to apend the 
first howe of his shitt having a modest 
breakfast of black coffee and two ant- 
acids, reading the paper and checking 
his e-mail. 

At 10 aan. if neither of them were 
out on assignment, Dupent would re- 
ceive d one-word, across-the-office e- 
mail from Simeone. 

The e-mail would read “Smoke?” and 
would signal Dupents marning break, 
when he and Simone would stand by 


the paper's loading dock, hot or cold, 
wet or dry, and amoke. 

And, just then, Jack Dupont discayv- 
ered that he had sot brought 4 pipe 
with him to work and that, no matter 
how often he put a hand into any of the 
11 pockets of his winter wardrobe, he 
would not find a pipe in any of thers, 

He followed Simone out to the load- 
ing dock and stood still asa stone while 
she lit a long menthol cigarette. 

Simone shrugged her shoulders and 
raised her arms to chest level, her hands 
palms up. 

“No pipe?” she said. 

“I got tobacco,” Dupont said. “I got a 
pipe tool. [ got matches. [ gota lighter. 
[think | even get pipe cleaners in my 
truck. | dont got a pipe. | put on sa 
many clothes this merning, | forgot! 

Simone fished a hard pack of ciga- 
rettes from her purple paisley purse and 
held it out to Dupont. 

“Not right now, he said. “The city 
editor will be here in 10 minutes. Either 
he'll give me an assignment or Il) find 
one on my own aod [Ul step off at my 
apartment and get a pipe 

At that moment, Dupont decided 
that, when he made it hack to his apart- 
ment, the pipe he would choose weuld 
be a newly purchased estate Comay bil- 
liard with a slightly canted bowl. 

Dupont and Simene walked back 
into the 10-year-old newsreom bo see 
27-year-old City Editor Ryan Woods 
danding over the police scanner, vainly 
trying to interpret its static, 

“I think theres a shooting’ Woods 
sabd. 

The scanner roared its garble again, 
the transmission ending in along fuzzy 
screech, 

“Fatal? Simone said. “Outside 128 
Date Street. You want me to go?” 

“lgotan e-mail from Cassie” Woods 
said. “You need to get that sweater story 
done today" 

“Call a photographer, Dupont said, 
turning and heading for the stairs. “He 
can meet me there 

“No one stops to pick up his pipe 
an the way to a murder scene,” Du- 
pont said te himself, heading for Dane 
Street, doing 50 miles an hour on side 
streets choked with light brown vinyl- 
sided three-decker houses and 8-year- 
old cars. 

“Meet Wigberto Harris, said Mill 


River Police Lt. Roger Morrissette, ges- 
turing toward the unmoving lump on 
the sidewalk, the tarp-covered body of 
what had once been a 19-year-old crack 
cocaine dealer. 

“atreet name ‘Litthe Wiggie” Dupent 
said. 

Wigherto Harris had died five feet 
from a chain-link fence. Undeterred by 
the l0-tman police presence, a 13-year- 
old girl from the neighborhood had 
already leaned a fluffy white teddy 
bear in a New England Patriots jersey 
against the fence. By the end of the day, 
Dupont knew, a homemade shrine of 
stuffed animals, candles, rum bottles, 
funeral offering cigarettes and colorful 
gang graffiti would cover the sidewalk. 

Morriaaette took a Hershey's Biss 
from his pocket and unwrapped it, toss- 
ing the crumpled silver foil im the gen- 
eral direction of Litth Wiggles remains. 
He put the candy in his mouth. 

“Litth Wiggie was a aimall-scale 
capitalist,” Morrissette said to Dupont. 
“When we found him, just moments af- 
ter his demise, he had S600 in his pock- 
etand an S800 gold herringbone chain 
around the stump of his meck” 

“stump?” Dupont said. 


Specialising in Artian Pipes 





“The shooters expended perhaps 18 
rounds.” Morrissette said. “We're not 
sure because were still digging slugs out 
of the scenery. Wiggie was struck mine 
times, six times in the head. "Sturp' is 
the correct terminology for where his 
chain is.” 

“Who would shoot Wiggie?” Dupennt 
said. “It's cot like killing bint is going 
to change the dynarics of Mill River's 
drug trade. He was so amall time, he 
could have made almost the sane mon- 
ey driving a truck. He just didn't know 
how to drive a truck. 

A Standard Tintez photographer 
crouched on the sidewalk, duck-walking 
forward, firing his camera at every step 
as Wiggies body went inte the ambu- 
lance. 

“In a city maybe 50 miles north of 
here ..." Morissette intenmed. 

“Boston, Dupont said. 

“There are some gentlemen from one 
af the former Soviet Republics whe are 
interested in Mill River's crack trade, 
Morriasette said. “Mill River's crack 
trade right now is rom by anyone who 
has crack te sell. The gentlemen fron 
the former republic want to comtrel the 
wholesale end of things in Mill River. ™ 


Cornclins Nianz 
Foul Usted 


Adam Keminjgrrar 


Riad Dove 

Love oc Sard Uiciger 
Tet aig 

Micha 1 
WY LL Fhoondy 
Alex Pb loroy 
Kort Balleby 
Pads 


ohasen 


There has been some resistance on the 
part of the locals. Wiggie is a message 

“Any of this on the record?” Dupont 
asked Morrissette. 

“Just when we found him, where, 
how many times be was shot and that 
we believe it to be gang-related? Mor- 
rissette said. 

After talking to Morrissette for an- 
other minute, Dupont talked to people 
in the crowd, knocked on doors in the 
neighborhood and succeeded only in 
finding out that the shots had sounded 
“like firecrackers.” He also learned that 
ho one had been looking at the particu- 
lar piece of sidewalk on which Wiggie 
had been standing at the exact moment 
that he had been shot. 

Dupont walked north on Dane Street 
for two blocks wintil he arrived at the in- 
tersection of Dane Street and the larger, 
more commercial Peter $. Grundy Bou- 
levard, where he entered a chain drug 
store in search of a $4.99 cornesb pipe. 

“You have four kinds of pipe tobacco 
there behind the counter? Dupont said 
to a clerk with three cat footprints tat- 
toned on her neck. “Youd think youd 
have a corncob pipe.” 

“Il dont know much about that? the 
clerk said. 

Dupont considered the clerk for a 
moment, noticing that the ends of her 
blond hair were stuck together. 

“lL can find the manager,” the girl said. 

“At least you can Gnd something. 
Dupont said, leaving the store. 

Jack Dupont, pipeless and ranning 
out of time, walked back to his truck 
and one block more, where be entered a 
corter store called “Als Variery” Al had 
been dead since 1983 and the store was 
run by a Haitian woman named Rejane. 
She was perhaps five-foot-nine, weighed 
around 120, wore a long skirt and high 
heels to work in her store and was the 
only person in the neighborhood wha 
terrified the local gang bangers. 

“I yell at “em,” she told Dupont. “I 
slap the ones that act bad in the store. 
They only know afraid and not afraid. 
[im not afraid of them, so they gotta be 
afraid of me" 

Mast of the cartons of cigarettes in 
Rejanes store had oo Massachusetts 
tax stamps. The compact discs of Hai- 
tian music and rap for sale on her front 
counter were all bootleg. as were the 
DY Ds. The small rack of womens cloth- 
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ing by the door was filled with knack- 
offs made in New York sweatshops by 
illegal immigrants. 

“Ll think the milk and canned goods 
may be Legit,” Dupont once told Simeone. 
“But who can be sure? If you can buy 
counterfeit canned soup, [na sure He- 
jane knows where? 

The store’ interior was a symphony 
in brown. The circa 1923 woodwork was 
the dark brown eeler of a cockroach 
back. The linoleum floor was the deli- 
cate brown of a cigarette filter after you 
amoke the cigarette. The old wooden 
colnter was brown shading into greasy 
black, the surface darkened by decades 
of hands putting down bills and picking 
up change. Rejane herself was the color 
of cappuccine. 

There was littl common ground be- 
tween the Haitian Creole Rejane spoke 
as her native tongue aod the French- 
Canadian dialect Dupont learned Trova 
his father, but the two always spoke to 
each other in a kind of French, even 
though they could have communicated 
more quickly th English. 

“Bonjour, Rejane. Dupont said comm - 
ing through the door, going om to ask, 
in French, for three “loosiess a word he 
could not translate into French. 

Although completely illegal, 
“loosies, of single cigarettes, were sold 
by most stores in poor neighborhoods. 
At $8, a pack of cigarettes was beyond 
the reach of many people in Mill River. 
AUS8 a pack, a single cigarette should 
have sold for 40 cents, but most store 
owters charged a half-buck per ciga- 
rette, the extra dime being for the 
added convenience of buying loosies. 
Rejane charged the half-buck, too, but 
she did offer a three-for-$1.20 deal that 
was considered very fair by the neigh- 
borhood poor 

Rejane had known Wigherto a3 a 
cHatomer. 

“He used to buy grape bubble gum,” 
she told Dupont. “Grape bubble gun 
like a little boy likes. 

“They're not all tough, these young 
boys, she told Dupont. “But they gotta 
try to be because of where they live. 
Theres some never can de it” 

“Pauvre bebe” she said in Prench, 
then, in English, “Poor baby? 

Dupont smoked a cigarette on the 
way back to the office, marveling at the 
taste of hot metal that fled his mouth. 


Simone was on her third smoke 
break of the shift when she saw Dupont 
park his truck in front of the paper, 
pitching a cigarette butt out the window 
as he came to a halt. 

“You never got home to get a pipe, 
did you!” she said. 

“I have a murder? he said. “And no 
pipe and | need to get at least 90 words. 
on our website in the next 10 minutes” 

“I did that,” Simone said. “After you 
left, I listened to the scanner, took notes 
and called the cops. lt was enough for 
0 words” 

“How's the office sweater story go- 
ing?” Dupont asked. 

“Beautiful,” Simeon said. “This story 
couldn't be quirkier if it lived alone and 
had #9 pet cats’ 

Dupont and Simone climbed the 
three flights of stairs to the newsroom, 
since neither one trusted the building's 
Likt-year-old elevator. 

Managing Editor Cassie Wolfson 
emerged fram her office to question 
Dra peniat. 

“What have you got?" Cassie asked 
Drapes. 

“You remember that story I did a 
month age about the crack dealer who 
got shot on Ricard Street?” Dupes 
said. 

“Yes, Cassie said. “] remember it” 

“Well, this story is just like that one 
except its a different guy on a different 
street,” Dupent said. “That's the twist 

Cassie Wolfson closed the door to 
her office slowly, until all that could be 
seen of her authority was the sign on 
the door that said “Managing Editar” 

Dupent called the mayor, whe aaid 
Mil River did not have a gang problem. 
Dupent called the police chiet, wha 
wanted to know what the mayor had 
said before he would give his own an- 
awer. Dupont called the state-run sang 
prevention program, whese $0,004 a 
year “Executive Director" said her of- 
fice needed more funding. 

By 4 pam. it was dark in Mill River. 
The city's gray granite, dirty red brick, 
black asphalt and brown three-decker 
houses were blending into the slurry of 
hight. Dupont had finished Litthe Wig- 
Ries newspaper epitaph at 850 words. 

“It's comfy. [t's cozy. [tsa cuddly an- 
tidote te office frostbite” Simone said to 
Dupent, “That's the lead for my office 
aweater story. Waddaya think?” 


“It's creepy. Its cutesy. Its a crappy 
antidote to a real story,” Dupont said. 

“You couldi’t be more completely 
correct’ Simone said, raising ane high- 
heeled foot off the ground and stretch- 
ing like a cat. “The boss will love it. The 
boss’ boyfriend will love it. The woman 
whe does the boss’ nails will Love it. 

“At my house, | have a par of spaghet- 
ti sauce and a box of ziti” Simeone told 
fack. “If you come over, | will heat the 
first and pour it on the second. Alas, 
you have four smelly pipes on my cof- 
fee table, right next toa $65 crystal cat | 
purchased when we spent the weekend 
at a quaint Vermont ino 100 years ago” 

“And at my house, | have a calabash 
pipe, agourd with a meerschaum bowl,” 
Dupont said. 

“The one that looks like the u-shaped. 
pipe under my sink?” Simeone said. “Ge 
home and smoke it, lonely boy. Maybe 
your mother will heat spaghetti sauce 
for you. | didn't tell you this, but | have 
grated cheese too 

Dupont, pretty sure he had done 
the wrong thing, watched Simone walk 
back te her desk. It seemed to him she 
put a little extra metion in her hips as 
ahe walked away. 

“Gotta problem, Jack? said City Edi- 
tor Ryan Woods, appearing at Dupont'’s 
desk with a downeast look on bis face. 

“I swear to God the kid's name is 
“Wigherto,” Dupont said. “Its Span- 
ish. Just because they don't got Span- 
ish people in the suburb where vou 
live doesn't mean we don't got Spanish 
people heres 

“What?” Woods answered, causing 
Dupont te realize that Woods had read 
neither Simone’s story on the paper's 
website nor the story Dupont had just 
filed. 

“Chamber of Commerce banquet to- 
night,” Woods said. “They're announc- 
ing their business person of the year. 
Tin gonna have to ask you to take the 
overtimes 

“No one else can do this?” Dupont 
said. 

“lL asked around” Woods said. “Two 
reporters have meetings to cover to- 
night. The others are, in order, going te 
aschool play, going toa PTA. meeting, 
going to a wedding rehearsal dinner, or 
exercising their union contract-given 
right te turn down overtime’ 

“And if] turn itdewn!” Dupont said. 


“] did't think you would? said 
Woods. “Simone told me you had a din- 
her engagement but you cancelled? 

From bevond the thin wall of his co- 
bicle, Dupont heard Simone’s laugh, ice 
cubes tinkling in a glass of battery acid. 
Honor demanded he accept the over- 
time. 

“You need to leave now, Woods said. 
“The social howr starts in 15 minutes 
and they're having the event at The Ro- 
man Palace? 

The Roman Palace was a hugely 
gaudy, cavernous wedding and fune- 
tion facility located next to a strip mall 
16 miles from Mill River. Dupont often 
joked that The Roman Palace was the 
perfect place to get married if you liked 
lawn statuary and believed that moth- 
ing a restaurant could offer was classer 
than a buffet featuring something— 
anything—in a cream sauce with peas 
and little pieces of red pepper. 

Dupont wound hirself inte his win- 
ter shroud again, knowing he would not 
be able to stop at home and get a pipe. 

“Cheer up, Jack” Simone said on her 
way out the door “Maybe they'll have 
nutis 

Indeed they did have ziti, with chick- 
en ina cream sauce with peas and little 
pieces of red pepper, which Dupont ate 
while listening to the main speaker, a 
washed-up professional basketball play- 
er who said that “on or off the parquet, 
perseverance and pride lead to pertec- 
ton. 

Just as the women bank officers got 
drunk enough to discuss their ex-hus- 
bands loudly, local real estate developer 
Tony Morano appeared at Duponts 
table. Morano, a power in local politica 
because his campaign donations were 
always delivered in cash, liked Dupont, 
whom he regarded as a sort of big child, 
smart enough to write for a newspaper 
but dumb enough te think that expros- 
ing corruption in the newspaper could 
put an end to corruption. 

“This sucks" Morana whispered 
to Dupont. “Theres people in here 
couldnt make money with a printing 
fess. Come on outside fora smoke. 

And so Dupont found himself out- 
side, sheltering uwoder a 10-foot-tall 
statue of Julius Caesar flawlessly toold- 
ed in concrete, taking the last of Rejanes 
“loosies” from his shirt pocket. 

“Where's your pipe?” Morano asked. 


“Left it at home,” Jack said. 

“Try one of these” Moranc said, of- 
fering Dupont a leather case of short 
thin cigars and a monogrammed gold 
lighter. 

After Dupont lit up, Morane told 
hit the litte cigar was “amaretto berry" 
flavered. but a horrified Dupont would 
later tell people it tasted like “Kool-Aid 
and urinal cakes” 

The smoke ended, Dupont returned 
to finish taking notes and to drink two 
glasses of ice water and a cup of coffee 
in a ¥ain attempt to restore the natural 
chemical balance in his taste buds. 

Someone who did not swear would 
have been impressed and outraged to 
have driven back te the Standard Times 
with Jack Dupont, from whese lips Eng- 
lish and French profanity poured like 
brown water from an open fire hydrant, 
much of it being a description of people 
he had seen at the Chamber of Com- 
merce dinner and the rest of it describ- 
ing Standard Tintes management. 

But Dupont said nothing when he 
reached his desk, in the center of which 
rested a single sheet of rase pink nate- 
paper and a corncob pipe, still in its 
plastic blister pack. 

Dupont read the note. 


Dear Lonely Boy, 

Sorte drug stores still sell cormcob 
pipes. The one arourd the corner front 
fhe paper for tristasce. I sugpest yar 
stoke this am pour wary fo nity apart 
rteatl. 


Lave, 
Sinane 
EBS. You awe me #5. 


Dupont filled the cob pipe with to- 
bacco from his pouch and kept the welit 
pipe in bis meuth while he wrote. An 
how: later he drove to Simone's apart- 
ment, pulling luxuricwsly, filling the cab 
with great clouds of smoke. 

And, though he would have denied 
it, on his drive through Mill River's si- 
lent streets, he said a srnall prayer. 

Por Litthe Wiggie, the mruvre bebe 
whe had not been very tough. For Re- 
jane, who traded fear for mot fear Por 
Simone. whom he feared had taken on 
avery hard case. And for himself [1 


Smokin’ time at The Briary 


On Feb. 5, The Briary, of Homewoed, 
Ala, hosted its third atnual pipe snock- 
ing contest. More than a smoking con- 
test, this event has become a carnival for 
pipe smokers, 

“It was our best event yet” says Skip 
Elliet, proprietor of The Briary. “We had 
people coming im from all over; it was 
standing room only—on the porch, in 
the kitchen, in the smoking room, every- 
where’ The Rome, Ga. pipe dub sent a 
contingent, and several other pecsple fron 
different parts of Georgia also came to the 
event. Mark Hendren and Tim Crowder of 
Two Cousins Pipe Racks arrived from Mis- 
sissippi and Tennessee. Various fans of The 
Briary found their way frac all over the re- 
gion to join the local enthusiasts bling the 
restored 150) farmhouse with smoke. 

The Briary is an attractive destination 
for pipe smokers af any tine. It has a com- 
modious front perch perfect for smoking 
and maintains an impressive inventory of 
pipes and pipe tohaccos. The Briary is a 
pipe shop that actually does more business 
in pipe sales than in cigars. [ts a real pipe 
shop, truly a tebaccost that values pipe 
lovers. 

But Feb. 5 was an especially spectacular 
day to find oneself there. Erik Stokkebye 
and Mike Schaefer of Viliger Stokkebye 
International were there to provide a large 
assortment of tohaccos, including the one 
used for the ameking contest, Golden 
Dansk. Samples of Villiger Stokkebye to- 
haccos were piven out all day. “We actually 
ran out of several blends,” says Elliott Stok- 
hebye ake brought a good supply of the La 
Libertad cigar, which debuted in the US. 
last Year, for those i a cigar mood. 

Also attending was Peder Jeppesen of 
Denmark, whe brought more than kb of 
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his Neerup pipes for everyone to browse 
and purchase. [ts great fum te select a 
pipe directly from the pipemaker—and 
from stich a large assortment. “Peder is 
one of the truly nicest people you could 
ever meet, says Elliot. “Everyone loves 
that guy” 

The smoking contest added to the ex- 
citement of the day. Raymond Dykins, who 
wont last year's Briary contest as well as the 
competition at the Chicagoland show, wom 
again with a time of 1 howe, 2) natiutes, 25 
seconds. (After winning the North Ameri- 
can title at the Chicago show, Lykins won a 
trip to Portugal for the world smoking exm- 
test, where he came in 39th out of 30 That 
trip was co-sponsored by The Briary.) The 
second-place time, by Robert Roland, was 
50 minutes, 7 seconds (he came in second 
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last year as welll, and Lawrence Whitcomb 
placed third with 41 minutes, 35 seconds. 
Interestingly, Jonathan McKinney, a pipe 
smoker whe tried pipes for the first thine 
only a week earlier, had a time of 40 min- 
utes, 9 seconds, not enough to place but 
certainly impressive. 

Peder Jeppesen provided the first-place 
prize, a high-grade Neerup pipe, and pre- 
sented it to Raymond Lykins. Villiger Stok- 
kebye provided a tobacco pouch for the 
second-place wiruber. 

“Tt was an awful lot of fun” says Ellbott. 
“You get that many guys in here talking 
and smoking and telling jokes, and enjery- 
ing conversation with such knowledgeable 
people as Erik Stokkebye and Peder leppe- 
sen—well, how could it be anything other 
than fun?" Pa] 
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Robert Roland and Erik Stokkebye 
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Danish pipe line 


Located in a corner of Denmark, Bisgaard Pipes provides 


Although they may be located in a re- 
mote Cw on 
Denmark's Jutland Peninsula, Aage and 
Margit Bisgaard provide high-quality 
briat pipes to pipe smokers and cel- 
lectors around the world. Looking for 
a Tom Eltang? Click over te Bisgaard 
Pipes. Seeking a hard-to-find Nanna 
WVarsson or Anne Julie? The Bisgaards 
just might have them, They also get the 
occasional Teddy Knudsen—aa well as 
pipes from Dunhill, Lasse Skovgaard, 
Peter Heding, Kent Rasmussen and 
many other great pipemakers. 


the eastern shore of 


Information for all of the pipes is 


uploaded ante the website accompa- 
hied by at least fve images. One of the 
new features at Bisgaard Pipes includes 





high-quality smoking pipes to the rest of the world. 


a short video of many of the pipes ro- 
tating on a wheel. Viewers may click 
of the video te watch it and also stop 
it to examine the pipe at any angle they 
wish—a rematkable feature for the 
website, considering that when the Bis- 
gaards decided te pet into e-commerce 
in 2000, they barely knew how to oper- 
ate d computer. 

In 1963, when he was just 24 years 
old, Aage purchased a small shep locat- 
ed just off the town square in Ebeltoft, 
a picturesque seaside village of about 
7300 residents that’s a popular vacation 
destination for Dares in the summer. 

In the early days. the shop was more 
like a gift shop than a proper tobacco 
shop. Aage sold Lottery tickets, soft 


drinks, magazines, newspapers, souve- 
nits and tobacco products, including a 
few pipes. Having previous experkence 
working fora corporate grocery chain, 
Aage was able to turn a profit from the 
shop, and a year Later, he married Mar- 
git, who gave up her pob at the local 
bank to join her husband in runcing 
the shop. 

la 1968, the couple doubled the shops 
size and brought in more pipes and 
pipe tobaccos, selling mainly Stanwell, 
Rriswells, Comoys and Georg Jensens. 

The couple continued in the busi- 
neas for close to 40 years, overseeing a 
pradual transformation from gift shop 
kinsk to a premium tobaceo shop that 
also sold wine. As they grew older, the 
Bisgaards began dreaming 
of retiring and spending 
more time in their summoer 
home, but they also recog- 
nized that they were tow 
young to retire. They sought 
a way that they could com- 
tinue to work but de so at 
home and at hours of their 
choosing. Amid the e-cam- 
merce boom of the late “Obs, 
Aage wondered if maybe 
they could start a pipe busi- 
ness online. Intrigued by the 
idea, he made a phone call 
to Lars Kiel—a pipe enthu- 
staat whe knew how to build 
websites. 

Neither Aage nor Margit 
had ever been online before, 
but they were willing stu- 


dents and Riel was a patient teacher. 

“Aage is to blame bor at all’ Kiel pokes. 
with Margit and Aage from the studio 
office inside the Bisgaard home, which 
overlooks Ebeltott and offers a beauti- 
ful view of the sea. “It was a challenge 
because it was more than just making 
strategic business decisions. At that 
time, the market was quite mew to e- 
commerce and it was certainly new to 
pipes. But it was also challenging be- 
cause they had such litthe experience 
with computers. Not only were we dis- 
cussing the business, but I abe had to 
give them lessons on how to operate a 
cn puter” 

There was also the matter of corre- 
sponding with customers. Margit took 
a weeklong course in business English, 
and by December 2iMh), the couple was 
ready to unveil the website. 

“Adding the website changed our 
business a lot.” Margit explains. “It be- 
came easier to reach the customers, of 
course, but it also became easier to com- 
tact different pipemakers too. We want- 
ed to concentrate on Danish pipemak- 
ers initially, which hadnt really been 
done in Denmark before. There never 
really has been a big tiarket for artisan 
pipemakers here in Denmark. There 
are a lot of pipe smokers in Denmark, 
but very few may have heard of Teddy 
Kintidsen of others. There are not many 
Danish pipe smokers who are aware 
that Danish pipemakers are considered 
to be among the most highly regarded 
pipemakers in the workd. We wanted to 
advertise Danish pipemakers not only 
in Denmark but around the world” 

Within a few years, the Internet busi- 
ness was doing well enough that the Bis- 
gaards started thinking of selling their 
brick-and-mortar stare. 

“The Internet business became too 
big, and it was difficult for us to manage 
both it and the brick-and-mortar store, 
Margit translates for Aage. “It waa a 
amall shop but there was only Margit, 
myself and a woman whe worked for us. 
part time. We were overwhelmed with 
the work, so we sold the store. [t was a 
risk because the Internet business was 
runing well enough that we might be 
able to support ourselves on it alone, but 
it was too big to continue doing both. 
We've been very lucky—we got a good 
price for the shop, and the Internet 
business has growin so that we can com- 





The Bisgaard 10th Anniversary pipe was designed by Tom Eltamg. 


fortably support ourselves” 

Ten years later, the Bisgaards are cel- 
ebrating their success in selling pipes 
online with a very apecial pipe they 
commissioned from Tom Eltang. Elang 
developed a new shape, which he calls 
the Macaroni, and the Bisgaards get the 
first 10) pipes. 

“We're very lucky to have Tom make 
these pipes for us, Margit explains. 
“The pipes look very fragile, but they 
are not as delicate as they might appear 
because Tom has inserted a steel tube 
all the way through the shank, just like 
he does when he uses bamboo Each 
pipe was presented with a certificate of 
authenticity with our signature.” The 
Bisgaards have also used the anniversa- 
ry to fine-tune their website to improve 
the websites features as well as te show 
the customers that they are cominitted 
to providing great service. 

“Por some reason, we come up with 
new ideas to include on the website that 
make life harder” Kiels says, while the 
Bisgaards laugh. “For example, Aage has 
made videos of almost the entire stock. 
So now, in addition te the five pictures 
you get with every pipe, there is new a 
amall video that shows the pipes in the 
hand. You can hit the space bar and 
slop the movie at any moment, which 
provides tens of theusands of pictures 
because we put sharp key frames in fer 
every second. You can stop the movie 
whenever you want and have a very 
crisp and clear photo of the pipe fron 
an angle that you would never see [ror 


one of the five pictures” 

They have also added a biweekly 
newsletter lo their website, oo that they 
can have more interaction with their 
chatemers. 

“It's a signature of the Bisgaards, 
Kiels adds. “They concentrate on 
building good, personal contact with 
the customers and the pipemakers. 
The most important part of owning an 
online store is maintaining good com- 
munication with the customers. From 
the first day the business opened, 
Margit’s rule is that she should always 
respond inuimediately te customer 
inquiries with an e-mail, a phone call 
or sometioes beth” 

The Bisgaatds emphasis on quick 
responses lo customer inquiries stems 
from their belief that online pipe re- 
tailers are basically selling the same 
products for roughly the same prices. 
They can make a difference by devel- 
oping personal relationships with the 
pipemakers who supply them with 
goods to sel, as well as by establishing 
close bonds with their clientele. And it 
doesi't stop at communication via e- 
mail or phone, The Bisgaards teavel to 
pipe shows so that they can meet their 
customers face to face. They estimate 
that they have been to Chicage eight 
times and would have been there in 
2010 but for the volcanic eruption Lis 
Iceland, which made it impossible for 
therm te travel to the United States. 

“Chicago is very important to us. 
Aage comments. “Its more than just 
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Pipes from pipemakers such a5 (top toe bottom) Peter 
Heding, Anne Julie, Kurt Ballebye and many more are 
available at Biegaard Pipes. 


selling pipes—its a matter of being 
there for your existing customers and 
introducing yourself to new custanmers. 
too. It's also a good way to learn about 
up-and-coming pipemakers wham you 
might not have heard anything abet. 
We'll be at Chicage in 2011, and we may 
be at the show in Las Vegas in Nowern- 
ber as well. [ think it ia very Lenportant 
to make it a8 personal as possible. The 
customers know they are treated well 
and they appreciate it” 

Most of Bisgaard Pipes’ custaners 
are American, and the Bisgaards report 
that thei busitvess im the States is prow- 
ing as well, but the company hasa lot of 
customers in Europe and Asia. 

“Our European customer base is 
really growing, especially in France, 
which makes up about 4) percent of ctr 
European sales.” Margit reports. “There 
are alot of interesting things poing on in 
the European pipe market 

“There are several very well estab 
lished European tobacco shops in Eu- 
rope that are starting bo communicate 
and refer customers to each other. The 
pipe-smoking community is growing 
quite fast in Europe, and [ dont know 
why its happened. There are really a lot 
of laws about tobacco use, but there are 
alot of forums and local pipe clubs pop- 
ping up all over Europes 

As many pipemakers have discov- 
ered, briar pipes are fetching high prices 
in China, where avy item coming fron 
the Weat is deemed a status svmbel. The 
Bisgaards sold many pipes to Chinese 
collectors in 2009, making that year the 
best one they had seen wp te that time, 
but they say the Chinese market is cool- 
ing down a little for them. 

With customers from around the 
world, one would think that it would be 
easier to traverse the highs and lows of 
a business cycle, but Margit reports just 
the opposite is true. 

“The ups and the downs are a lot 
bigger and come a lot more often than 
when we owned the brick-and-mortar 
shop! she comments. “With the online 
sore, there are sometines weeks when 
there is nothing happening, but then 
there will be other weeks that will be 
really big. You can't identify why it's sc. 
lis like the pipe customers all shift Fron 
one site to the next. It would be mice to 
knew wheo they will be active so that 
Aage and | can go on holiday 


While exposing their business to a 
worldwide audience might have a nega- 
tive impact on the peaks and valleys 
af weekly gales, it has allowed the Bis- 
gaards to gain valuable insight inte the 
global pipe market and trends it may be 
experiencing. 

Por instance, the purchase and tse 
of estate pipes was almost unheard of in 
Denmark 10 years ago. However, after a 
conversation with Kiels about the pap- 
ularity of estate pipes in other parts of 
the world, Aage started to learn how ta 
repair, refurbish and clean pipes. Aage 
and Margit actively seek estate pipes 
now and have added a segment of sales 
to their website that they may never 
have pursued if they werent selling in- 
ternationally. 

They say that they've seen a shift in 
several categories since they became ac- 
tive online. Americans interest in very 
large pipes is scimewhat diminished, for 
instance. And they say that filter pipes 
have gained more acceptance in recent 
years aa Well) The demand for sand- 
blasts has soared too. However, one 
trend overarches all of the smaller ones 
they have seen—the art of pipemaking 
has improved in the last 10 years. 

“We get better pipes now,’ Kiels says. 
“You see a lot of young pipemakers who 
till have a lot te learn but that the quality 
of their work, especially in the finishing, 
is getting better. It has te de with the In- 
ternet, | think, When Kent [Hasrmussen| 
was first starting out, he would say that 
he got his inspiration from nature [and 
his neighbor, Teddy). He never saw any- 
body elses pipes because he didn't have 
access to the Internet. Now everybody's 
on the Internet and you can see what 
other pipemakers are doing. | also think 
that pipemakers are more open about 
sharing their secrets to other pipemak- 
ers these days as well [ts in everybody's 
interest that there are better pipes out 
there. It only benefits the entire trade. It 
does no one any good if there are only 
eight of Wold men making great pipes 
and the rest trying to do sn” 

Pipemakers aren't the only ones wha 
are opening up for the good of the hob- 
by. The Bisgaards say they see collabora- 
tion between pipe sellers aa well 

“Why not?” Aage asks. “Promete the 
hobby! The custemer benefits the mest 
from that. There are still more custom- 
ers than high-grade pipes, ac it serves 


no point not to work together with oth- 
er retailers to help our customers.” 

And helping customers is Bisgaard 
Pipes’ top goal. They spend alot of time 
communicating with theie clients so that 
they can find the right pipes for them. 

“Many customers need advice,” Mar- 
gitsays. “Or maybe they think they want 
a particular pipe and buy it, but then 
when they pet it they find our it isit 
what they thought it was. We have ne 
problem exchanging pipes, and we deat 
consider it only a matter of returning a 
Fape: we want to work with you te find 
the right pipe for you. We're honest with 
Cur Customers when they ask us ques- 
tions. OF course we want te sell a pripee, 
but its nota good idea if you can't help 
the customer make the right decision” 

Margits personal attention when 
dealing with customers has built a seid 
customer base for Bisgaard Pipes. Oth- 
ef factors thal keep customers coming 
back is the selection that's available— 
the website has a real-time inventory 
of hitndreds of pipes from some of the 
world’s most respected pipemakers at 
all times—and quick delivery. 

“Pipes sell pipes. Kiela says. “You 
need to have abig inventory to sell them, 
and having a big stock attracts custom- 
ers. The Bisgaards have close relation- 
ships with many pipemakers, so there 
will always be a good selection of pipes. 
Ifa pipe is ordered before noon Danish 
time (GMT -1), it will ge out the same 





day. We are as fast as we can be in deliv- 
ering orders. One customer gat lis pipre 
the day after he ordered it—tram Den- 
mark to the US. in ane day. Normally, 
air mail takes about five days from here 
ta the States. Courier service is very fast, 
but it is about twice as much.” 

While the Bisgaards dont harbor any 
theughts of immediately retiring, they 
are beginning to look for a successor 
to take over the business. They want to 
give that person the tine to learn the 
hobby and develop relationships with 
pipemakers a0 that a transition will be 
as seamless as possible. 

“Being in this business is auch an 
important part of our lives” Aage says. 
“This ig 3 special business, and you need 
to knew your way around and you need 
to keow your suppliers. You need te 
hang out with the pipemakers and tn- 
derstand their craft. 

And its not only the pipemakers 
whe make the pipe bobby a special 
business. Smokers and collectors who 
spend alot of valuable time and money 
pursuing their passions for pipes and 
tobacces help make the pipe warld a 
unique place. The retailers add their 
own gest to the bobby as well. The 
hobby is filled with lots of interesting 
people like Aage and Margit Bisgaard, 
whe didnt let the littl matter of not 
knowing how to operate a computer 
get in their way of building a success- 
ful online pipe store. Pe] 


Planta Tabak 

This time around, we hive the chinnce 
fo review some of the bless frost 
Gernidan tiatufecturer Manta Tabak. 
Pil 
Dr Manfred Oberetane. 





The family-owned firer was fous 
in 1956 by 
The company has a fairly extensive 
lineup, aid while muiny retailers stock 
afew ends, you may néed fo epe- 


ciel order certain ites, which many 





retailers are happy to do The vener- 


able james Norman Lid. je the LS. 
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be relatively easy your favartte 


retailer to obtain. Theyre worth seek- 
ing oul, particularly for fans of are- 
riare 


leaf and agivural aromatic Maverings. 
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We sampled several of Mantas tobac- 
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Anno MMVI (2006) Mixture 

E: At first glance, this looked to 
be a promising mixture, if for na oth- 
er réadon than it's a rare treat to find 
a flavered tobacco in a sliced, broken 
flake. While cake aging of tobacco 
If 10 Suarantee al will be good, thia 
time-consuming process does indi- 
cate care and pride in the selection 
of and processing of the base tobac- 
cos. Manufacturers simply doen't go 
to the trouble of pressing and aging 
cheap, mediocre leaf, This predami- 
nantly dark brown Virginia mixture 
also features flecks of bright Virginia 
leaf, Burley and a dash of black Cav- 
endish. 

Cased with a natural Williams peat 
extract, the blend carries a light and 
pleasant pearlike tin aroma. | found 
it appropriately moist and ready to 
stoke, although if you like a slightly 
drier mixture, a few daya of air dry- 
ing brought down the moisture level 
with no effect on the aromatic flaver- 
ing. The fact you are able to dry down 
an aromatic mixture is always a good 
sign ofa minimal amount of glycerin. 
[tried it lightly rubbed out and alsa 
ad-is in the braken flake form. The 
tobacco lit readily and burned eas- 
ily both ways, but I liked the slightly 
more interesting smoke delivered by 
leaving it in broken flake form. 

The Virginia flavor and sweetness 
dominated the blend. The pear fla- 


voring was subtle, delivering light, 
cilrosy a firm, 
slightly tart pear than a soft, sugary 
fruit. | don't believe in a blind taste 
test I could tell you the flaver was 
pear, but it was pleasing nonethe- 
less. The pear may have added some 
sweetness, but the Virginias alse con- 
tributed quite a bit of sugar, requir- 
ing slow and careful puffing to avoid 
overheating. Blend 2006 is a treat for 
seekers of both aromatic character 
and quality tobacco. 


Hotes—meore like 


Hare: The anniversary mixture for 
2006 is a blend of black Cavendish, 
Burley and Virginia flake, with a top- 
ping of pear flavoring added. Planta 
describes the flavor as that from the 
sweet Williams pear. The blend con- 
sists of medium tan and dark brown 
tobaccos, with partially broken flakes 
that some may prefer to rub out 
more. The aroma is sweet and fruity, 
and the moisture content is suitable 
for packing without drying. At the 
match, the flavors that emerge are 
aweet and fruity, and the pear flavor 
ig more recognizable in the smoke 
than the aroma was in the pouch. The 
burley adds a medium body to the 
smoke with a nice tingle on the pal- 
ate, and the Virginia gives the blend 
a good smoothness. This blend will 
reward the smoker who uses a slow, 
light rhythm with a coolness that 
won't burn the tongue. By mid-bowl, 
the pear flavor had subsided so that 
the underlying flavor of the tobaccos 
came through more. Overall, | felt 
this blend burned slowly and was a 
real treat because of the pear fMlaver- 
Ling. 


Anno MMVII (2007) Mixture 
(rage: This purple-black shaggy rib- 
bon is an unapologetically cased to- 
bacco. Slightly gummy, it refuses to 
dry out. That said, it was surprisingly 
easy to light and burned evenly and 
dry with litth: meed to re-light and 
left only gray ash, without any glyc- 
erin bitterness or excessive moisture. 
Did | mention blueberry? Indeed, the 
tin aroma is like inhaling steam fron 
a freshly cooked blueberry tart. The 
blend is actually flavored with bilber- 
ry. Which is a European close cousin 
af the blueberry. 


This mixture is almost exclu- 
adively black Cavendish—the same 
Cavendish used in other Planta 
blends, This dark fire-cured flake 
is peppery, resembling 
Periqgue in spice, but somewhat 
aweeter. Heavily infused with fruit 
extract, it delivers blueberry taste 
in the smoke. And the ability of an 
aromatic tobacco to actually give 
Vou the same flaver in the simek- 
ing a3 in the thn or room arama 
is worthy of major plaudits. The 
cut combines ribbons and some 
slightly larger pieces of leaf, which 
facilitated burning and lent a bit 
more complexity than a uniformly 
cut Cavendish mixture. There was 
very litthe sweetness—it was clos- 
er to eating raw blueberries than 
something like a sugary blueberry 
ple or tart. What impressed tne 
was the amount of aromatic fla- 
vor delivered without the cloying 
character of many flavored black 
Cavendish blends. 

This mixture truly delivers what 
it advertises—a fresh fruit qual- 
ity, father than the more intense 
dried fruit character you find in 
aged and stowed Virginias, for ex- 
ample. Only one word of warning: 
this tobacco leaves a pronounced 
blueberry flavor in the pipe that 
influences at least the next few 
smokes in that pipe. Por this rea- 
aon, | would smoke it only in briar 
pipes dedicated to aromatics, of 
in a meerschaum you can wipe 
out with a rag after the bowl has 
cooled. Its a small price to pay for 
enjoying one of the beat aromatic 


alrmost 


tobaccos available. 


Hare: Deseribed as black and mel- 
low, aromatic and smooth, | found 
this blend, which is Mavered with 
bilberties, to have a compelling 
aroma and pleasant flavor. The bil- 
berry, which is a cousin to the blue- 
berry, has a brighter and slightly 
deeper flavor than the blueberry. 
The black Cavendish lends a bit of 
body te the blend. The tobacco was 
a bit too moist in the pouch for ny 
preference, so I let it air dey before 
sampling. Onee packed, it lit easily 
and burned smoothly, delivering a 
good level of flavor and leaving a 





Make Your Own Pipes at Home! 
With no prior experience and with only 


loom pipes. Everything you need is 
available from PIMO, we source for 
pipe making supplies for both the 
novice and the advanced pipe crafter. 
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Order PIMO's Guide to Pipe-Crafting 
at Home, “the Bible of pipe making” for 
aver a quarter of a century. Complete 
trstruction. 112 pages. Profugely [lus- 
trated. $19.95 (plas $5.50 postage) 
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hice gray ash. As with many aremat- 
ics, this blend smeked cool as long as 
I kept the temperature down with a 
slow sipping chythin. The slightly dif- 
ferent flavor of the bilberry is reason 
enough to give this blend a trey. 


Anno MMVIII (2008) Mixture 
(ack: The manufacturer saya the 
mixture is flavored with “exotic” 
fruits, which escaped me, probably 
because [im not an expert in exotic 
fruits. The medium ribbon cut smells 
like lightly browned butter, with sig- 
hificant and pleasing raspberry and 
currant top notes. An attractive me- 
dium ribbon of tan Burley, light and 
dark aged Virginia, and a sprinkling 
of Plantas spicy black Cavendish, 
2008 indeed presents flavors of fresh 
berries when smoked. | found the 
earthy Burley flaver to be particularly 
pronounced, while the Cavendish 
added only a small amount of depth 
and spice. 

The moisture content was perfectly 
acceptable, but the mixture does ef- 
fectively dry down if given an airing. 
Once again, for an aromatic blend, it 
lit and burned easily, generated very 
little moisture and left no residual fla- 
Vors even in my briars. [ wouldn't rec- 
ommend smoking it ion a briar used 
for English mixtures, but its accept- 
able for pipes in which you smoke un- 
cased Virginias. The casing in ne way 
interfered with the fine base tobaccos, 
and that was a real pleasure. The aged 
Virginia tobaceos complemented the 
fresh fruit favors of the toppings with 
the deep flavors ome expects from 
aged Virginia leaf—dried fig, cin- 
hamon and a hint of ruby port wine. 
The Cavendish lent a peppery gual- 
ity and some depth. | struggled a bit 
with the mixture overheating. Since 
there was litthe flue-cured leaf in the 
mixture, the heat must be generated 
by the high sugar content of the aged 
Virginia. While the natural sweetness 
is a plus, [| found it a bit frustrating 
having to set aside my pipe after just 
afew puffs. Por this reason, this is a 
much more satisfying mixture in a 
small bowl. | found it became a chore 
to work this blend in a larger bowl. 


Hare: With the adjectives used to 
describe this blend—vivaclous, con- 
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trasting, exotic and exquisite—l 
didn't know whether to just look at 
it, smell it or put it in my pipe. It is 
a mixed-cut blend with light to dark 
tan coarse-cut Burley, yellow Virginia 
ribbons and black Cavendish that is 
flavered with exotic fruit extracts. In 
the pouch, the aroma is robust, with 
tart, sweet, fruity notes somewhat like 
mango and berries. Qnee teased with 
the flame, the aromas quickly scent 
the room with a distinct and linger- 
ing note. The blend is very flavorful, 
pleasingly so, but not topped so heav- 
ily as to overwhelm the underlying 
flavers of the tobaccos used. The Bur- 
ley provides good body, and although 
the blend has a let of added flavors, it 
burned smooth and remained cool as 
long as | kept a slow, even chython and 
left a gray ash and only slightly moist 
dottle. It should definitely be a blend 
for a crowd, and the pleasant aroma 
should please those around you. 


Anno MMIX (2009) 

Nordic Mixture 

(race: This Burley and Virginia mix- 
ture delivered a powerful and deli- 
cleus tin aroma of clementineg, a tan- 
gerinelike fruit. That perplexed me 
a bit, because the blend is described 
as being flavored with natural apple 
extract, but | got mere citrus than 
apple. The blend is alsa flavored 
with something I've never heard of, 
and you probably haven't either— 
allow thorn or sea buckthorn. This is 
one of the more unusual pipe tobacco 
flavorings [ve encountered, although 
itis used in hookah blends that are all 
the rage these days. It's.a hardy shrub 
that grows throughout Europe and 
Asia and produces orange-colored 
berries that have a sour citrus Maver. 
[t's apparently one of these antioxi- 
dant “wonder berries” used in ails, 
herbal remedies and jam. Putting 
two and two together, it seems a cit- 
rusy berry plus apple Mavering equals 
something tangerinelike. 

The combination of apple and sea 
buckthorn creates a fresh, light cit- 
rus tin aroma that carries through 
inte the smoking. The medium rib- 
bon mixture features Plantas aged 
Virginia, what looks like a touch of 
flue-cured Virginia, Burley and less 
than 10 percent black Cavendish. It 


burned nicely, generating bright fla- 
vors like lemon grass and orange peel. 
The name Nordic Mixture was a bit 
lest on me, although it has a refresh- 
ing quality that does conjure wp im- 
ages of apringtione, which was a pleas- 
ant break from the winter doldrums. 

As with other Planta mixtures, it 
was enjoyable to imbibe the aromat- 
ic flavorings while still being able to 
taste some nicely aged Virginia leaf. 
The Burley contributed a delicate, 
damp, woodsy favor, and the black 
Cavendish was barely noticeable 
except for that distinctive peppery 
twang. [liked this blend best smoked 
slowly in a pipe with a longer shank, 
since | found the heat generated by 
the sugary Virginia to be a bit over- 
bearing. The light application of the 
flavecing dido't leave any lingering 
residual flavors. Nordic Mixture is 
definitely an appealing taste experi- 
ence that Id highly recommend to 
aromatic pipe tobacco lovers whe en- 
joy tasting the tobaceo along with the 
topping. 


Hace: The annual blend for 2009 
came in a very attractive flip-top, 
embossed tin that quickly found ite 
way to my wife's sewing table. Inside 
the tin, the tebaces was in a sealed, 
heavy aluminum pouch, which re- 
tained the moisture well. It was a bit 
too moist for my taste, a0 1 let it air 
dry a while before sampling. [ felt that 
the primary aroma in the pouch was 
similar to that of anise, with tart and 
sweet overtones. QF the blends im this 
series, | think it is the most heavily 
cased. The composition is mestly me- 
dium tan te light brown ribbons, with 
darker brown tebaccos interspersed. 
Once stoked, the favoring was quite 
prominent in the smoke, lingering on 
the tongue and overwhelming the ur- 
derlying flavers of the Virginias but 
still letting the nuttiness of the Burley 
emerge. The room note was very aro- 
matic. This blend is quite sweet, but 
I think most of that comes from the 
casing. Nordic Mixture is of moder- 
ate body with the addition of the Bur- 
ley. Because of the amount of casing, 
the blend can easily be proveked inta 
overheating. Also, the flaver is just so 
good you may be tempted to puff ton 
hard or too fast to get as much of it aa 


you can. | advise caution and modera- 
thon and close attention te the smoak- 
ing chythim. This one, [ think, is best 
savored only on occasion. 


Anno MMX (2010) 

After Dinner Mixture 

rAGE: This blend features a relative- 
ly even mix of red and bright lemon 
Virginias and black Cavendish, with 
a buttery honey, orange blossom 
and dark chocolate tin arama. | was 
missing the advertised smoky Scotch 
whiskey aroma but remained hopeful. 
Il cant recall smoking a pipe tobacca 
blend flavored with whiskey that 
amelled of tasted like whiskey, and 
[ve never understoad why it's so dif- 
a pipe 
tobacco mixture. [FP you place cigars in 


ficult te get whiskey flavor into a 


a sealed plastic container along with a 
jigner of whiskey or cognac and wait 
for the liquor to evaporate, you wall 
have a cigar with a very pronounced 
liquer flaver. [Ul have te figure that 
aut one of these days. 

The medium ribbon cut lit quickly 


and burned easily, delivering excel- 
lent smoke volume with little puffing. 
It was lightly sweet, and the Virginias 


carried much of the favor. Despite the 
significant smoke volume and easy 


burning. | couldm’t pinpoint whis- 


key, but perhaps it was simply part of 


the flavor symphony. | experienced 
soinething quite unusual in that upen 
lighting of relighting my bowl, there 
was the most delicious honey-orange 
blossom in the first puff of two, and 
this may have been the whiskey fla- 
voring taking a quick bow. lt was truly 
amazing, and | found myself allow- 
ing my pipes to go out frequently so 
I could experience this taste sensation 
time and again. | won't say this is the 
most relaxing way to settle back with a 
pipe, but [ couldn't get enough of this 
opening Volley of sweetness. 

That said, After Dinner was a 
smooth and pleasing tobacco. [t was 
pretty light, and it worked as nicely in 
the morning as a first bowl as it did 
after dinner. In fact, Pd say it worked 
best a3 a smooth morning or daytime 
bowl. [d want something heartier to 
perk up my taste buds after dinner. 


Hare: The 2010 annual blend is de- 


scribed as an after-dinner mixture 


that features honey-colored Virglata 
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and black Cavendish that is lightly 
flavared with 
Scottish whiskey. The carposition is 
perhaps #5 percent black tobaceo that 
is Cavendish cut, with light to medi- 
um tan ribbons being the remainder 


chocolate and smoky 


of the components. In the pouch, the 
aweet and deep aroma of chocolate 
and fruitiness overwhelms the under- 
lying aroma of the tobaces. At first 
light, the aroma and flavor of checo- 
late emerges and fills the air with a 
pleasant note that does linger for a 
bit but is met overwhelming. [ had a 
hard time picking up the peat aroma 
from the Scotch whiskey favoring, 
but others may be more attuned te it 
than [ am. This blend, like the others 
in this series, smoked smoothly, dry 
and cool, as long aa l paid attention 
to the temperature of the smoke that 
emerged, and is a very pleasant aro- 
matic blend. You may want te ory it 
just for after dinner, but don't hesitate 
io enjoy it any time of the day. 


Sans Souci 
E: In French, the phrase means 


“without a care” The tannish- 


brown mixture features quite a 


TRADITION, QUALITY 
& ELEGANCE 
FOUND ONLY THROUGH 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, 


EXPERIENCE 


THE ULTIMATE 
LUXURY. 


Other than W-@-Larsen, not many 
tobacconists can say their product 
has been in development since 
164. Our hve luxury blends — 
54 Perfect Mixture and Sigmature 
= are the culmination of those 
many years of blending tobaccos 
forour customers in Copenhagen 
and around the world, Discover 
the Ultimate Lusury in each blend, 
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bit of white Burley, some Virginia 
and a splash of Cavendish. ft has a 
very appealing caramel and butter 
aroma, but it smoked mare like a 
pleasant but plain straight Burley— 
somewhat het burning with some 
buttery overtenes, but not present- 
ing any flavers that grabbed my at- 
ten theen. 

[tried blending it with a few stored 
Virginia mixtures and was delighted 
to find the buttery aromatic character 
came through, while the deeper tones 
of the stoved Virginia added signifi- 
cantly more complexity that better 
suited my palate. As a result of this 
experiment, Td recommend te the 
adventurous to use this as a blending 
component (about 30 percent Sans 
Souci to your rich Virginia blend, or 
another mildly aromatic blend that 
could benefit from a boost) to add 
top notes and aromatic flaver. [ hate 
to second guess a blender’s seasoned 
hand; however, | believe Sans Sotci 
brings some great flavor components 
to the table but benefits from the 
contribution of a stronger tobacco to 
fully blossom. This offers a great op- 
portunity to be your own personal to- 
bacco blender, and that’s a great deal 
of fin in its own right. 


Hare: Composed of golden Virgin- 
ias, Burley and black Cavendish, Sans 
Souci is presented as a coarse-cut 
mixture, and Planta chose caramel 
vanilla for the pritnary flavor for 
the blend. The arcima in the pouch 
is sweet, and the aromas of caramel 
and vanilla are prominent but nat 
overpowering. After the charring 
light, the creamy taste of caramel 
and vanilla emerged in full bloom: 
rich, sweet, mellow and smooth. The 
amount of flavering used does not 
mask the underlying tobacce taste. 
There is enough Burley in the blend 
to provide body for those who like a 
little kick from their tobaceos. As | 
progressed down the baw, the fruiti- 
ness faded, allowing the underlying 
tobacco flavor to come through more, 
but the caramel-vanilla flavors per- 
sisted through the remainder of the 
bowl. There are numerous blends that 
feature vanilla flavoring, and they are 
popular for their pleasing taste and 


si 


room note. Sans Souci isa nice addi- 
tion to the array, and one that burns 
cool and dry. | would recommend 
Sans Souci as a blend te add toa veur 
to-try list if your preference leans to- 
ward the aromatics. 


Full English 

(AcE: A Visual inspection of Planta’s 
Full English reveals a fine-cut rib- 
bon with a balanced mix of Latakia, 
Virginia and Java leaf, a full-bodied 
tobacco most commonly found in ci- 
gars and cigarillos to add sweetness 
and body. The tin aroma was of alight 
Balkan blend, tinged with Latakia but 
otherwise relatively neutral. 

There's no aromatic flavoring in 
this mixture. From the first lighting, 
a Perique-like spice from the Java leaf 
dominates, generating flavors of black 
pepper, oaky sweetness and cigar. The 
Virginias added a touch of body but 
little sweetness, while the Latakia 
is subtle. Td be hard-pressed te call 
this a full English blend when ceans- 
pared to the many available blends 
with significantly more Latakia. With 
a pronounced presence from start to 
finish, the Java tobacco flavor made 
this a relatively unique offering in the 
world of English blends. 


Hage: This ie a Syrian Latakia-based 
English blend with Virginia and Java 
tobaccos added. The preponderance 
of medium brown tobaccoa, with 
the remaining balance consisting of 
scattered dark brown and black to- 
baccos, only hint at the full English 
character of the blend. In the pouch, 
although the aroma is leathery and 
lightly pungent, the smokiness usual - 
ly associated with full English blends 
was al a level below what | expected. 
Once ina pipe and stoked to embers, 
however, the true character of a full 
English was quickly revealed. The 
deep Latakia pungeney is abundant, 
but there is less smokiness than en- 
countered with the Cyprian variety 
of Latakia. There is a spicy, sweet 
element from the Java and Virginia 
tobaccos, with a hint of Oriental to- 
baccos to rotnd out the flavors nice- 
ly. This full English blend is smooth, 
burns cool and dry and leaves a mice, 
soft gray ash. 


Mild English 

Gack: A pleasing aroma of Syrian and 
Cyprian Latakia greets you from the 
tin, with a hint of light fruit free the 
Virginias in this relatively fine ribbon 
cut. There was oo aromatic flavoring. 
While Oriental leaf isn't mentioned as 
acomponent, the combination of Vir- 
fini and Latakia produces favors of 
cumin and cinnamon bark immedi- 
ately upon lighting, a taste [ assectate 
with Basia. The aged Virginia bas 
considerable depth but littl sweet- 
ness. However, it has a relatively high 
hicetine content that packs a pretty 
good punch, making this tobacce a 
more appropriate choice for puffing 
after a meal. 

The combination of the twe types 
of Latakia was well dene, but very 
low key. Flavers of smoky campfire 
and dried fig attested ta the Latakia'’s 
presence, but | would characterize 
this more asa Virginia mixture than a 
classic English blend. 


Hake: This blend is composed of both 
Syrian and Cyprian Latakia, to which 
broad-cut grades of Virginia tebaceos 
are added. The arnount of brown Syr- 
iat leaf seems more prominent than 
the darker Cyprian variety, and the 
Virginias range trom light tan te me- 
dium brown colors. In the pouch, the 
aroma is a combination of the leather 
and earthy netes of the Cyprian Lata- 
kia and the mellow sweetness of qual- 
ity Virginia tobaceos. Once stoked 
to embers, the blend is smooth and 
smoky and moderately pungent. with 
sweet Undertones from the Virginias. 
Por the first half of the bowl, the mel- 
low Syrian Latakia held the pungeney 
of the Cyprian Latakia in check, but 
by mid-bowl the Cyprian Latakia 
emerged more prominently and held 
center stage for the remainder of 
the bowl Mild English is a smooth 
blend with medium tones of Latakia 
complemented by smoath, mellow 
notes of Virginia in a well-balanced 
combination. [t burned even and dry 
and left a soft gray ash. For some, it 
inay be a crossever experience to the 
deeper-flavered English blends, and 
for others it may be a good change 
af pace from the more full-flavered 
English bbemds. ['S1 


BY FRED HANNA 


Marvelous Marcovitch 


A tale of perseverence paying off 


[f you are a collector engaged in a weari- 
some and exhausting search for that rare 
pipe or that seldom-seen tin of tobacce, let 
the following tale serve aga message of in- 
apiration and a boost to your morale. This 
isd story of hope, a message of reassurance 
and encouragement. The lesson is quite 
clear [f you are determined, tenacious, 
persistent and persevering, you will even- 
tually encounter and acquire the object(s) 
of yout Quest I an speaking fren expert- 
ence. You see, for me, for just 10 days in 
March 2010, fantasy dictated reality and 
the hear-impossible seemed entirely plau- 
sible. If it can happen to me, # can happen 
fer Werk. 

Back in the mid- to late 1970s, 1 waa 





working part time im a tobacco shop in 
Toledo, Ohio, owned and operated by imy 
goed frend, Mike Lora, wha diligently 
kept our shelves stocked with the very best 
tobacco tins available at the tine. Mike 
Wis quite a connoisseur of pipes and great 
tobaccos. He stocked the now-legendary 
brands such as John Catton'’:, State Ex- 
press, Bells 3 Nuns (from Scoiland), Rat- 
trays (Scotland), Doties Four Square 
{Seotlaind}, Bengal Slices and the full ar- 


ray of Dunhill tins, aleng with several of 


the Dunhill My Mixture blends (e.g, Nos. 
10, 27 and 1066) as well. OF course, we 
alse carried the Sobranie blends, inmclund- 
ing Balkan Sobranie Original and what | 
beliewe is the greatest tobacco blend of all 


lexarderd 
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lime, Balkan Sobranie 754. 

Well, the latter & what [ have always 
said in public, and the statement is true 
for the most part. However, 759 miglat ret 
have been alone at the top in my estiona- 
There was another tobaces blend 
from those times that | always believed 


tor. 
Was bn seria competition with 759 for 
the distinction of being the best. It was 
called Marcaviich Black & White. 

Bath of theae English-style Latakia 
blends were commen to us and readily 
available back then. During those years, 


amoked hundreds of bowls of these two 
tebaccos. When | wanted either af them, 
I just grabbed a tin off the store shelf and 
paid for it, At the time neither of these 


blends had any sort of reputation for be- 
ing legendary, storied or fabled, although 
as | recall 759 was better known among 
eur customers. However, both blends 
seemed to be highly regarded. Marcovitel, 
however, never attained any degree of re- 
now after it became unavailable in the 
late 197k. It seems to me that due to what 
how appears to have been limited distrifa- 
tion in the U.S., it simply became forgot- 
ten. On the other hand, in the years after 
the decline of the House of Sobrante, 759 
became elevated by imany to 
its current status as the stulf 
of myth, fable and legend, the 
ultimate pipe tobacco. 

759 has been 
exalted ad in- 


Ik aS maw Cure 


Sobranie 
praised and 
finiturn, but 
to give Marcovitch its due. 
This blend was unique in my 
‘OPEL because it was and 
remaina the smacnhvest blend 
| have ever smoked. Im fact, 
it was so deeply smieoth, it 
was better described as soft, 
ina velvety way that caresses 
the tongue and then charms 
the taste buds. To terms of 
simple Petre, it Wis pilulre 
alk and satin, with a bit of 
lace around the edges fos 
added complesaty. In terns 
af flaver, it was the essence of 
richirvess and nuiry overtones, 
a touch sweet and ever ao ae- 
ductive. It was not as bokd or 
as multilayered as 759 beat it 
had a harmeny, an integrat- 
éd, orchestrated, subtle synthesis of flavors 
that defied the usual descriptions. 

Right now, you cay be thinking: “Huh? 
Marcovitch? Never heard of it" 

[If vou have mot heard of Marcovitch, 
dont feel alone. You are in greed company. 
Te me, of the all-time truly great vintage 
ends of the days of old, Mareoviich Black 
& White is the nuost rare by far. In fact, it 
almost impossible to fined. It is oo care that 
an aliction of it comes up on eBay only 
once every three te four years. [t may weil 
be the best-kept secret of the vintage pipe 
tobacco world. Try doing search for iton 
eBay and you will most always find some 
empty Marcovitch cigarette tins or old 
paper ads for Marcovitch. After all it was 
cigarettes for which this once-great British 
tobacco howe was best known. However, 
their pipe tobacco was a true treasure unto 


itself, blended at the Marcovitch factory in 
Piccadilly. 

However, [| have learned from iny 
friend Neill Archer Roan, who has re- 
cently been seduced by the Mlarcoviteh 
charm, that the coin-twist tins of Maro- 
vitch (see photo} were made by mo less a 
company than John Cotten. The older 
cutter-top tins [see photos), on the other 
hand, were clearly blended by the Maron- 
vitch company itself. Read Neills well-re- 
searched comments regarding larcovitch 





at his website, wicuipasdorforpnes corn! 
fetlis-blog/20 00/81 Lthe-mtarcavitch- 
tiysteries Mine With all of that said, you 
mow knew just about all that [ knew about 
Marcevitch. 


Marcovitch Black & White pipe tobac- 
oo is oo rare that | have never even seen il 
at a pipe show, save for one time only at the 
Newark Show in 2000. On that remark- 
able March Saturday, the estate of then 
well-known Philadelphia pipe tobacco 
collector, Barry Millroad, was being acid. 
[have been to several dozen pipe shows 
over the li years that follawed, and I have 
not seen a single tin of Marcovitch at any 
ahiviw since. 

Over the years, | have asked aome of 
the best-known and most accomplished 
tobacco collectors and enthusiasts in the 
country if they have ever heard of a to- 


bacce called Marcewitch. In almost every 
instance, the answer was no—only a very 
few had even heard of it. This was, at first, 
astenishing te me because Marcevitch was 
always so common and readily available in 
cur pipe and tobaces shop. When hearing 
that a well-known and longiine collector 
of fan of vintage tobaccos had never even 
heard of Marcovitch, | usually dropped 
the sue then and there. Why? Frankly, 
the stutl was ae dear and precious to me | 
was afraid to share any information about 
it for fear of heaving cen- 
petition for something al- 
ready incredibly difficult 
to Gad. 

Desens of tines I have 
marveled at the curicus 
and =oradically different 
fates of my two all-time 
verte tobaccos. Balkan 
Sobranke 759 emerged 
to become the single 
Host expensive pipe bo- 
bases on earth, fetching 
prices of nearly S800) bor 
a single B-ounce pull-top 
tin, while the very nearly 
equally good Mlarcovitch 
fell inte virtual oblivion 
and obscurity, with al- 
most no tobacco enllec- 
tors or pipe enthusiasts 
remembering it, cweing 
itor even knowing of it. 
And none that [ knew of 
were actively searching 
for tt, save for myself, of 
CCH 

Now, however, because ofa great stroke 
af good fortune, | am revedling Marea- 
Vvitch to the pipe tobacco world once and 
foe all. T heype itis an inspiration to you fot 
your collecting quest You see, | have been 
less than forthooming with you, oy fellow 
tobacco lovers. | openly admit to holding 
auton you. | have mentioned my Marea- 
vhich secret to almeat ao one save for a few 
friends in the pipe world, whe previously 
knew nothing about it. A very few, such 
as Marty Pulvers, actually remembered 
smoking Marcevitch in the now hazy and 
cbacure days of yore 

As I said, 1 tell almost no one about 
Marcovitch because | did not desire any 
competition in searching for this ex- 
tremely care and wonderful tebacen. | 
wild apolegiee but 1 am oot all that 
sorry. | aim indeed sorry that Marcewiteh 


never attained the exalted heights of its 
shelf brother, Balkan Sobrante 759, and 
Lam sorry that it is no longer made. On 
the rare occasions when I have opened 
a tin for friends, they have nearly always 
marveled at its velvety softness and de- 
licintisness, and then openly wondered 
how this incredible blend coud become 
ao virtually unkown. 
that after Marcovitch disappeared from 


I should mention 


Englind, the name appeared in a different 


tin made in Switzerland. | am sad to say 
it, but that tobacco is quite poor and bears 
no resemblance in any way to the original 
Marcovitch. 

With that a3 background, | now would 
like te tell you about the single greatest 
pipe tobacco score of my life, as evidence 
that we should tot give up our quest for 
that special pipe or tobacco. This score is 
behind my finally revealing Marcovitch to 
the workd. Since 1999, | have been faithtull- 
ly and diligently checking for Mfarcovitch 
tins on eBay every week. Over the past 11 
years, | have seen only three unopened, 
Sealed tins of Marcovitch Black & White 
appear on eBay and | acquired all of those. 
This condition of severe scarcity was, for 
me, about to radically change. 

ln mid-March of 2010, ai eRay albe- 
tion appeared that ottered an astonishing 
nine tins of sealed, unopened, 2-cunce 
ling of Mareovitch Black & White. [ was 
utterly spellbound at the very thought ef 
this aften-wished-for dream come tre. A 
Jong-sought holy grail was now appearing 
hefore coe. The first few seconds of behold- 
ing the auction of those cure tins on screen 
seemed like a chimerical surreal vision ap- 
pearing before coy thunderstruck 
eyes. The seller said that eight of 
the tins were still in the original 
Ieox and that there was one extra 
tin. He also said. upon ny asking, 
that the tins had cone fron a wid- 
ow whose pipe smoking hushand 
had died 12 years earlier, and that 
the tins had been kept in a closet 
since the 19es. 

h was a long week aa I followed 
this auction several times a day 
with fingers crossed. Finally, sim- 
ply because no one knows of this 
tobacco, | won the auction and 
all of its nine tins fiw $102. That's 
$11.33 per tin, a price cheaper 
than most CCMIbem porary 2-00 
tins. Needless te say, | was ecstatic 
and sent my payment within sec- 
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cntds of the clase of the auction. 

Then the seemingly impossible seemed 
instantly plausible. Within minutes of my 
payment | received an e-mail from the 
seller thanking me for my payment. He 
then informed me that he had another 32, 
2-nunce tins of Marcovitch, all of which 
were still in the original four boxes of eight 
ins per box. He told noe that he weeuld sell 
all 32 tins (9 te me for 32H That's an un- 
beliewable $8.75 per tin, My hands were 
actually shaking with excitement as 1 sent 
him the payment. 

In the end, | managed bis ACC Line A bi- 
tal of 40 2-ounce tins of Marcovitch fron 
the seller Thats more than five pounds of 
Marcovitch! When the tins finally arrived 
a few days later, 1 was thoroughly exhila- 
rated to see all those tins of Marcevitch in 
literally perfect condition, witheut a speck 
of rust, and each tin [ saw looked like it 
was brand spanking new. | was swimming 
in memories. | was staggered, stunned, 
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recling and delighted. Several times over 
the next three days, T just stared at those 
tins. It honestly seemed as ifthe world of 
fantasy had actually imposed itself upon 
so-called reality. 

But this minor tale is not quite finished. 
Justa couple of days after the glorious ar- 
rival of the 41 tins of Marcovitch, a friend 
called and told me of an eBay aucthon 
of mine old tins of iobaces, same empty, 
some sealed, and all very old. There were 
twe ting of great significance tn this auc- 
tion, which [managed to win. One was a 
sealed d-cunce cutter-top, or kinife-Lid, thr 
afSavorys Baby's Bottom in fantastic com- 
dition, probably fran the 19ddis or PSs. 
Dunhill bought Savery's in 1938 and this 
tobaces was part of their line for the next 
20 of so pears, from what [ have been able 
te gather. 
the 


ting in that batch was, you guessed it, 


However, most amazing of all 
a 2-ounce cutter-bop tin of Maroovitch 
Black & White. At the time, it waa the 
enly cutter-top Marcovitch tin L had evet 
seen, abd as luck would lave it, this tin 
just happened to be sealed, unopened and 
in excellent condition. If finding a sealed, 
unopened coin-twist tin of Marcovitch ia 
highly improbable, then finding a sealed, 
cutter-top, sreat-condition tin of Marea- 
vitch is just this side of miraculous. Truly, 
for thase Li days, the gens of tobacce had 
amiiled upon me. And rey, at last, [ have 
such an abundance of Marcovitch in my 
posession that I can freely reveal my ae- 
cret quest with no hesitation. Its time the 
pipe world accepted this Litth-known 
marvel of a tobacco inte tis lore, tradithan 
and everyday parlance. 

[a chosing, | share this impret- 
able story with you mot to boast 
por a acquisitice, as it & un- 
likely that mare than a few will 
care about Marcavitch pipe to- 
haces However, there is a greater 
lesson involved here. The search 
for that special pipe, rare tobacco 
of precious humidor may weil 
result in great success. Persever- 
ance and determination may weil 
be rewarded, and there is always 
hope. lt might also be said that 
much ofthe pleasure of collecting 
can be found not only in the ac- 
quisition but in the pursuit itself, 
In the end, pechapa the jaurney i 
just as significant as the cestina- 
tion ibe I 
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Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show 

The Chicagoland Toternational Pipe & Tobacciana Show will be held May 14-15, 2011, 
at the Pheasant Mun Resort, 4051 East Main St, St Charles, IL 60174. Reservation 
telephone nitibers are BOYES I519 of 630.564.6300) Mention the show and receive a 
Special room rate. For more inforovation, contact Crag Cobine at porshergaraianl com; 
or visit the show's website at worncchicagepipestiow.carit. 


CORPS pipe show 

The 27th Annual CORPS (Concave of Richmond Pipe Smokers} Pipe Seokers’ 
Celebration and Exposition wall be held Prday, Gol. 7, through Sunday, Oct. 9, 2011, af 
the Hilton Richmond Hotel & Spa at Short Pump. Room reservation information will be 
available soon. Por more informatben or to reserve a table, contact OORPS at PAO. Box 
2463, Chesterfield, VA 22832, phone: SIM 410761; e-mail concaremvarpipesiokers, 
ong, website: wat. con pesrranurare. 


Kansas City pipe show 

The 2011 (reater Kansas City Pipe & Tobacco Show wil be held Jane 25-26 at the RCL 
Expo Center. Featuring the American Carvers 7-Day Set Conspetition, Slaw Snvoke 
Contest and Grand Rafile, the show will include a banquet with a guest speaker and lots 
of pipes, tobaccos and accessories for stile. Por more information visit the Kansas City 
Pipe Club's website af weer ghepipectab.cont or contact Quinton Wells at 816.223.9510, 


NASPC Show 

The annual North American Society of Pipe Collectors Show will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 27, 2011, at the Ramada Hotel, 400 Sinclair Road, Columbus, OH 4325. Phone 
the hotel at 877.609.6086 and mention the NASPC Show to receive a special room rate. 
For show information, contact Ball Unger at NASI, P20. Box $642, Colunbus, Ohio 
43208; phone: 614.436.3751, e-mail: bllernspearg. 


Raleigh pipe show 

The Triangle Area Pipe Simokers (TAPS) will host the 14th annual Pipe and Tobacen 
Expo on Saturday, Apel &, S001, from 9 a.m. to 4-30 p.m. at the North Carolina State 
Fairgrounds in the Gevernor James G. Martin Building in Raleigh, Nal Por eocre 
information contact TAPS at 919.848.0685, e-mail: pipechiefigrnicre com, website: 
bettie rpeclabe ees, 


West Coast Pipe Show 

The second annual West Coast Pipe Show will be held Nov. 5-6, 31, at the Palace 
Station Hotel & Casing. Smoking will be allewed in the entire area, bcluding in 
the new sraoking keunge mecorporated into the ballroom. There will also be a Proday 
hight poker tournament hosted by the shew committee. For West Cost Pipe Show 
roc rates, contact the Palace Station Heel & Casine at S00.634 4101; website: wave. 
palicesiitionconmt, For table reservations aid ober information, contact Steve 0'Meill 
at $56 East 800 South, Lewnton, UT Ba320; phone 435.258.4431; e-nail: stevee 
Pip peion cont: website: ww wesiin pipes io.cortt. 
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Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 





Please patronize these P&T PRLME retailers—shops that have dedicated 
themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. ‘Se 





4nogrins.com 

HA noe rns CoML 

40 Court St. 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
802.382.1699 
BO0.364.5126 


Al Pascia 

www. al pascia.com 
Via Torino 61 
20123 Milano, Italy 
+39 02.8645.0597 
+3902 0045 2727 


Bisgaard Pipes 

www. bisgadnd-pipes com 
Jeppe Aakjers Vei 9 
£400 Ebeltott 

Denmark 

+45.8634. 1007 


Cigar & Tabac Ltd. 
GEIS We LoS St, 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
9133815597 


Cup O'Joe's 
HH CHO I0es Cor 

959 State Ree. 9 

Suite T 

Queensbury, NY 12804 
518.615.0107 
SRS8.689.6876 


De La Concha 

HWW delaconch.corn 
1390 6 Awe. Be SP St 
New York, N¥ 10019 
212 7573167 

BRS ARO 
(SRR 244 2704) 


Fader’s (three locations) 
www faderstobac.com 
B00-999.3233 


Store/Warchouse Location 
25 Allegheny Ave. 

Towson, MD 71204 
410.828.4555 


Valley Village Shopping Center 
9173 Reisterstown Road 

Owings Mills, MI 21117 
4103637799 


40 West Shopping Center 
728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
410.744.9090 


Greentree Tobacco Co. Inc. 
win greenirectobacco.wet 
137 Ege Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell, NJ] 08080 
#56.574.4010 


Habana Premium Smoke Shoppe 
ww pipesandcisgars. com 
Exclusive retailer of Seattle Pipe 
Club Blends 

[537 Central Ave. 

Albany, NY 12205 

518690,1293 

BO0494.9144 


Iwan Ries & Co. 
eS, OOP 
194. Wabash 
Chicago, LL 60603 
£00-621.1457 


Just For Him 

wie justforhimn_com 
1334 East Battlefield 
Springtield, MO 65804 
ALT 886.8380 


Park-Lane Tobacconist 


WW Chgarsand pi pes.cor 
15 Park Ave. 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 
518.371.6A5H (6274) 


Pulvers Briar 

wwh pulversbriar.cor 
P.O). Bow 61146 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 
650.965.7403 


Quality Briar 

ww gualityviriar.com 
1303 Grafton St. 
Worcester, LA 01604 
SOS STRAT 2 


Smokingpipes.com 
WW sHOkIngpipes. cont 
2 East Hwy. 90) 

Little River, $2 29566 
B43_281.9304 


The Briar & The Burley 
10] West Kirkwood Ave. 
Suite 100 

Bloomington, IN 47404 
812.332.5300 

B12 327.959] 


The Briary Pipe & Tobacco Shop 
ww thebriary.comt 

609 Oak Grove Road 

Homewood, AL 35204 
205.942.2001 

B77 .327.427 
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Visit us today! 
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Fines by Ancreve Marks + photo by Jerry Freedner 
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Regular Blend 
An aromatic bene af golden vir 
ginias, light brown Burleys and the 
Black Cavendish. Upon lighting up 
you will be greeted by the sweet and 
light taste with a foundation of Vanilla 
and notes of rach Checolate. 
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With the launch of 7 Seas pipe tobacco, Mac Baren Tobaceo 
Company has added yet another dimension to its tobacce port- 
folio. * Seas pipe tobacco pays tribute to the long and proud 
tobacco traditions of America, the home of tobacco. Mac Baren 
production uses the same careful techniques prescribed by the 
finest American tobacco traditions which produce a velvety soft 


pipe toebacoo with the familiar aromatic taste that has thrilled 





pipe smokers around the world for years. 


Looking for the right pipet 


It Does Exist ! 





